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Fourteen Good Reasons  
Why You Should Join LRTA 
and Your Local RTA Unit:
LRTA:

Represents the interests of Louisiana’s 1. 
retired education community on proposals 
considered by the TRSL board of trustees, 
by the Louisiana legislature, and by the 
U.S. Congress.

Supports annual cost-of-living adjust-2. 
ments for eligible benefit recipients.

Is working toward obtaining legislative 3. 
approval to increase the level of funding 
in the Employee Experience Account 
to an amount sufficient to fund three 
COLAs.

Is working toward obtaining legislative 4. 
appropriations to pay down the IUAL.

Supports appropriate levels of health 5. 
insurance coverage for retirees through 
the Office of Group Benefits and local 
school boards.  

Provides current information about LRTA 6. 
on www.lrta.net. 

Provides six newsletters mailed to all 7. 
members each year.

Supports repeal of Social Security Admin-8. 
istration benefit offsets known as GPO 
and  WEP.  

Opposes changes in the current gover-9. 
nance, administrative, and benefit struc-
ture of  TRSL.

Opposes mandatory Social Security cov-10. 
erage of Louisiana’s actively employed  
educators.

Maintains a staffed state office to coordi-11. 
nate state activities.

Works with district and local units to 12. 
provide programs and information.

Provides a member benefits package 13. 
through Association Member Benefits 
Advisors.

Is the only association that works exclu-14. 
sively for Louisiana’s retired education    
community.  

It’s time for Elections!
Check Out  

Candidate Information on 
Pages 4 and 5!

Membership Renewal Time
It’s membership renewal time for LRTA members.  Annual renewal members 

of LRTA, as well as former members with lapsed dues and non-members, will 
receive membership invitations/renewal letters with this issue of the newsletter.  
LRTA is the largest organization dedicated to the preservation of benefits and 
advocacy for the welfare of Louisiana’s retired educators. Through the years, 
LRTA’s members have worked together to create a strong, viable and profes-
sional organization, and the Association looks forward to carrying this legacy far 
into the future.  We need your support to remain strong and to maintain a unified 
voice representing all retirees from Louisiana’s educator community.

This mailing from LRTA once again includes several items in one package.  
This helps to economize on postage, to direct contents to appropriate recipients, 
to expedite delivery and to help you in returning materials to the LRTA office.  
The table below shows the materials that you should receive, based upon your 
membership status in LRTA.

Member Class Newsletter Return
Envelope

LRTA
Ballot

Membership
Form

Lifetime Member ✔ ✔ ✔

Continuing Member ✔ ✔ ✔

Annual Renewal ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Non-Member ✔ ✔ ✔

Associate Member ✔

Ballots are sent to voting members of LRTA who are: Lifetime Members, 
Annual Members who renew each year and Continuing Members who have au-
thorized payment of their annual dues by automatic deduction from their April re-
tirement benefit.  Membership renewal forms are sent to all members who renew 
annually.  Non-members receive a complimentary copy of the LRTA Newsletter 
and an invitation to join LRTA.  Ballots, membership forms and renewal checks 
may all be returned to LRTA in the postpaid envelope.  Please return as soon as 
possible, but note that the deadline for receiving ballots in the LRTA office is 
February 18, 2008.
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President’s Message

Dr. Wade L. Ledet

Executive Director’s Report

LRTA 
Executive Board

Graig A. Luscombe

President
Wade L. Ledet
704 Levert Dr.
Thibodaux, LA 70301

Past President
Bonnie V. Lyons
887 Bosco Hwy.
Church Point, LA 70525

First Vice-President
Hugh C. Craft
P. O. Box 530
Chalmette, LA 70044

Second Vice-President
Ouida A. Mitchell
3502 Sunset Dr.
Shreveport, LA 71109

District I President
Velma M. Pryce
2047 Cedarcrest Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

District II President
Elicio P. Nicholas
3979 Hwy. 307
Thibodaux, LA 70301

District III President
Rupert E. Breland
1201 N. Columbia St.
Bogalusa, LA 70427

District IV President
Peggy B. Aime
18717 Womack Rd.
Baton Rouge, LA 70817

District V President
Jerry Caillier
140 Nickerson Pkwy.
Lafayette, LA 70501

District VI President
Lizzie K. Syas
1616 Lawrence St.
Lake Charles, LA 70601

District VII President
James T. Stewart
1638 Creed St.
Pineville, LA 71360

District VIII President
Gloria B. Napier
254 Lou Gene Rd.
Converse, LA 71419

District IX President
Dorothy W. Brown
1207 Maple St.
Winnsboro, LA 71295

District X President
Sidney A. Seegers
2704 Pargoud Blvd.
Monroe, LA 71201

District XI President
Carol J. Lynch
3299 Mt. Bethel Rd.
Keithville, LA 71047

TRSL Board of Trustees
William C. Baker
631 Voorhies Dr.
Baton Rouge, LA 70815

TRSL Board of Trustees
Anne H. Baker
631 Voorhies Dr.
Baton Rouge, LA 70815

OGB Advisory Board
Merline T. Broussard
320 Briars Ct.
Bossier City, LA 71111

AARP State President
Earl White
P. O. Box 731
Lutcher, LA 70071

LASS – R President
vacant

I trust you, your 
family, and friends 
had a happy, safe 
holiday season.  
Since our last is-
sue of the Newslet-
ter, I have received 
numerous calls 
from members with 
questions about the 
Social Security Ad-
ministration benefit 

reductions known as the Government Pension 
Offset  (GPO) and the Windfall Elimination 
Provision (WEP).  The reductions affect in-
dividuals who work for governmental units 
that do not participate in Social Security, and 
reside in communities throughout the United 
States, not just here in Louisiana.  

I want to bring all of you up to date 
on efforts being made by the members of 
the U.S. Congress on addressing these two 
provisions.  On November 6, 2007, the 
Senate Committee on Finance held a hear-
ing on S 206, The Social Security Fairness 
Act of 2007, by Senator Diane Feinstein, 
D-CA, and others regarding the repeal 
of GPO and WEP.  Dr. Ledet sent a let-
ter to the committee supporting the repeal 
of the provisions.  His letter has been en-
tered into the record of the Senate Finance 
Committee proceedings.  

It is anticipated that the House Ways 
and Means Committee, Subcommittee on 
Social Security will hold a similar hear-
ing on HR 82, by Representative Howard 
Berman, D-CA, and 322 other members 
of the U.S. House of Representatives.  HR 

We have good 
news as we enter the 
New Year! LRTA is 
alive and well and on 
the move.

This is a dynamic 
and forward-looking 
organization that has 
made great strides 
in the last eighteen 

months, and we intend that the progress will 
continue unabated. You can help. With the 
continued dedication, hard work and cooper-
ation of District and Unit officers and mem-
bers, I have no doubt.

You will find this Newsletter contains 
a lot of very important information and ad-
dresses many issues, so I hope you will read 
it carefully. Also, this issue is the Newsletter 
that goes to all retirees, members and non-
members (who we hope will become mem-
bers) alike. And because there is so much to 
cover, and in the interest of conserving space, 
this message will be brief.

This is the year to elect new state offi-
cers and the Nominating Committee has de-
veloped a slate of candidates for members 
to vote on. Your ballots are included and we 

urge you to take time to make your selec-
tions, mark your ballots, and return them 
in the postage paid envelopes provided.   
The people you elect will lead this orga-
nization for the next two years beginning 
with their installation at the Spring Meet-
ing in April. 

This is also the time of the year to 
renew your membership, vote on amend-
ments and generally help us take care of 
the Association business by expressing 
your sentiment on various issues by the 
way you vote. We appreciate and need 
your participation in all aspects of Asso-
ciation endeavors.

At the Fall Meeting the Executive 
Board adopted a Strategic Plan, a road 
map if you will, to guide us for the next 3 
to 5 years. That could be the most impor-
tant period in the history of LRTA. But we 
will need your help. Renew your mem-
bership now!  

And finally, we wish you and your 
family the very best of the New Year and 
thank you for being part of the LRTA fam-
ily. We hope that the New Year brings you 
good health, happiness, prosperity, and all 
the many blessings you deserve.

continued on page 6
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Dr. Hugh Craft –  
Nominee for LRTA President
Educational Background

Ed.D. – University of Southern Mississippi, • 
Hattiesburg, MS
M.Ed. – Mississippi State University, Starkville, MS• 
B.S. – University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, • 
MS

Professional Background
Middle School, Jr. High, High School and College • 
Mathematics Teacher and Department Chair of each
Retired college administrator of St. Bernard • 
Community College and Nunez Community College
Immediate Past President of St. Bernard Parish School • 
Board
Member College Foundation• 
Dean Emeritus of Nunez Community College• 

Retired Teacher Activities/Positions
Current LRTA First Vice-President and State • 
Membership Chair
President of LRTA Foundation• 
Chair of LRTA Benefit Review Committee• 
Past President and Treasurer of LRTA District I• 
Past President of St. Bernard RTA• 

Other
Member, Treasurer, Finance Chair, and Annual • 
Conference Delegate of Covenant United Methodist 
Church
President of Rotary Club of St. Bernard• 
Recipient of the Rotary Community Service Award• 
Member and Past Chair of the Workforce • 
Development Board for Plaquemines, St. Bernard and 
St. Tammany Parishes 
Recipient of the C. Earl Colomb Award• 
Recipient of the Business & Professional Women’s • 
Man of the Year Award
Member of Phi Delta Kappa• 

Felix Johnson –  
Nominee for LRTA Second Vice-President
Educational Background

B.A. in Health and Physical Education• 
M.A. in Secondary Education• 
Education Specialist in Administration and • 
Supervision

Professional Background
Teacher and Coach – St. Martin and Lafayette Parishes• 
Supervisor of Student Teachers, Northside High School• 

Retired Teacher Activities
Member of LRTA Nominating Committee• 
Second Vice-President of LRTA District V• 

Other
Lafayette Parish Physical Education Teacher Assn., • 
served as Vice-President and President
Louisiana and American Associations for Health, • 
Physical Education and Recreation
Fellowship of Christian Athletics, Adult Chapter , • 
served on Board of Directors and as Huddle Advisor
Member of NEA, LEA, and LTA• 
La. High School Athletics Assn.• 
Southern Consumers Cooperative Education • 
Foundation
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Eta Gamma Lambda • 
Chapter, served as Sergeant-at-Arms
Boys Club Board of Directors• 
Graduate Thesis Abstract, Spring Issue 1971 of • 
LAHPER Journal
Member of IHM Council #76• 
Faithful Navigator of St. Paul Assembly #3 since 1999• 
Sir Knight of the Year 2005• 
Delegate to State Conferences and National • 
Conventions
Member of Immaculate Heart of Mary Church Parish • 
team assisting evacuees from Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita
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In Memoriam
“…these immortal dead who live again in minds made better by their presence.”

Deceased Retired Teachers, November 7, 2007 through December 6, 2007
District I
Christine B. Armour – New Orleans
Kathleen T. McGartlin – New Orleans
Jessie B. Ratliff – New Orleans

District II
Nathalie N. Andree – Metairie
Alvin J. Boudreaux – Marrero
Ethel R. Luft – Gretna
Marguerite Norris – Thibodaux
Colon R. Reeves – Metairie
Melazia G. Thibodaux – Raceland
Freddie M. Walker – Marrero
Bernice Williams – Houma

District III
Dorothy H. Andrews – Hammond
Lorraine E. Bayham – Ponchatoula
Corinne R. Cascio – Independence
Thomas G. Hollimon – Hammond
Charel H. Hulsey – Amite
Marie G. Lewis – Amite
Roy J. Mouton – Covington
Gladys Van Vrancken – Ponchatoula
Mildred W. Willett – Bogalusa

District IV
Phyllis G. Addison – New Roads
Doris Alonza – Brusly
Vertie Barnes – Zachary
Marie R. Gray – Baton Rouge
Carolyn B. Harris – Baton Rouge
Edith B. Hilton – Baton Rouge
Elvia K. Holden – Pride
Helen S. Jones – Baton Rouge
Samuel P. Meyers – Baton Rouge
Dawn H. Mitchener – Baton Rouge
John Morris Olinde – Ventress

Erna M. Sanders – Baton Rouge
Barbara H. Stone – Baton Rouge
William E. Swyers – Baton Rouge
Clara Wilson – Denham Springs

District V
Marjorie P. Baker – Opelousas
Jefferson J. DeBlanc – St. Martinville
David M. Frederick – Abbeville
Jules Gauthier – Lafayette
Judith A. Haydel – Lafayette
Jerome Hebert – Lafayette
Robert T. Kirkpatrick - Lafayette

District VI
Maria T. Bustillo – Lake Charles
Margaret C. Doland – Bell City
Robert K. Farquhar – DeRidder
William Dale LeJeune – Rayne
Eloise F. Quirk – Lake Charles
Gertrude W. Strother – Oakdale
Inez W. Willis – DeRidder

District VII
Billy L. Horacek – Colfax
Patricia M. Ray - Glenmora

District VIII
Vera L. Blinks – Many

District IX
Mary Lou Walker - Winnsboro
Marylene S. Watson - Wisner

District X
Hannah P. Barnes – Monroe
Sarah G. Berry – Grambling
Elvert U. Chisley – Monroe

John James Cosse – Calhoun
Doyle Terry Hagar Jr. – Monroe
Dorothy Mock – West Monroe

District XI
Frank Blake Jr. – Shreveport
Byron Brown – Summerfield
Ross E. Dobbs – Bossier City
Jessica H. Goodwin – Shreveport
Leola J. Hall – Minden
Rupert G. Madden – Bossier City
Yvonne Pinckley – Bossier City
Lorenzo J. Powell – Shreveport
Daisy L. J. Wilson – Shreveport
Oceal Woods – Plain Dealing

Out of State
Donald M. Alvarado – West Branch, IA
Beatrice Bass – Carrollton, TX
James Burrell – Hoover, AL
Audrey W. Cyriaque – Atlanta, GA
Marcil Ducre, Sr. – Houston, TX
Frances S. England – New Castle, CO
Wanda C. Finn – Broomfield, CO
Georgia M. Horton – Snellville, GA
Joyce A. Jackson – Fredericksburg, VA
Dorothy Jackson – Dallas, TX
Benny J. Jefferson – Humble, TX
Eddie M. Nelson – Bellaire, TX
Ethel N. Rhone – Lawton, OK
Jerry G. Sisk – Eureka Springs, AR
William B. Temple – Wilmington, DE
Ralph Thomas – Richardson, TX
Thelma Y. Thomas – Irving, TX
James Thorburn – Williamsville, NY
Sadie F. Willett – Niceville, FL
Gladys Williams – Katy, TX

Make Plans Now for  
the 2008 Spring Meeting

Mark your calendar to attend the 
2008 LRTA Spring Meeting in Alex-
andria.  The meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, April 23 at the Holiday 
Inn Convention Centre.

A meeting registration form may be 
found on page 8 of this newslet-
ter.  To make hotel reservations, 
contact Holiday Inn directly at (318) 
442-9000 and ask for the special 
LRTA convention rate of $70 per 
night.

District and Unit Presidents are co-
ordinating an Associate Member 
Recruitment Program designed to 
encourage active members of the 
education community to join LRTA.  
We’ve all heard about the “strength in 
numbers” approach to getting things 
done. We’re counting on growing 
the LRTA membership through this 
program by concentrating on inform-
ing those that will eventually join the 
membership ranks once they retire.  
We’re trying to get those members 

Associate Member Recruitment Drive Under Way
to join early, and to become an ac-
tive, integral part of the association.  
Meetings are being arranged with 
superintendents of schools in your 
area, and speakers are being trained 
to make presentations to potential 
LRTA members at their school loca-
tions.  Topics to be discussed include 
all the benefits of LRTA member-
ship.  Visits with school faculties are 
now being scheduled. If you would 
like to become involved in this effort, 
contact your Unit President today! 
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