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	 The good news from the 2017 Regular Legisla-
tive Session is that none of the retirement legislation  
introduced was a detriment to TRSL retirees. However, 
HB 456 introduced by Representative Neil Abramson 
(D--New Orleans) was postured to threaten both K-12 
education and retirement funding. Fortunately, the  
intensive lobbying efforts made by the LRTA office and 
its membership helped defeat the bill that potentially 
threatened our state retirement plan.

WHY IS BUDGET AND TAX REFORM 
IMPORTANT TO RETIREES?

Continued pg. 03
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LRTA 
FOUNDATION 
DONATIONS

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Sandi-
fer in Memory of James T. 
Stewart

Mrs. Edna-Marie Campbell-
Sevin in Memory of James 
T. Stewart

Bossier Parish RTA in 
Memory of all deceased 
teachers from Bossier Par-
ish from April 2016 through 
April 2017

District V in Memory of 
James T. Stewart

Lafourche Parish Retired 
Teachers in Memory of all 
Lafourche Parish deceased 
educators

LRTA District VI Officers 
and Members in Memory of 
James T. Stewart

LRTA in Memory of Dr. John 
Foster

St. Charles Parish RTA in 
Memory of Dolores Gomez

Terrebonne RTA in Memory 
of James T. Stewart

A MESSAGE FROM OUR LRTA PRESIDENT

It is hard to believe that my first 
year as president has come to 
a close. How quickly the time 
has gone by!  I look forward to 
serving for another year.  It is a 
joy for me to have the opportu-
nity to spend time with you at 
your unit and district meetings. 
Thank you for the invitations 
I have received to meet with 
you.

Now, at the beginning of my 
second year, we are again pre-
senting our legislative issue of 
the newsletter. In this issue, you 
can look forward to a complete 
report of the spring sessions 
of the 2017 legislature— both 
regular and special sessions. 
It seemed like this was an 
especially long session, with 
three sessions practically back 
to back. Thanks to Rodney for 
keeping us well informed!!

Through a state-wide election 
process, an LRTA Nominating 
Committee for 2017-2019 has 
been selected. There are five 
geographic areas covering 
the state, with one Nominating 
Committee member elected 
from each area.  

The committee met during 

the LRTA Spring Meeting.  At 
that meeting, Gail Foster was 
elected to serve as committee 
chair, a meeting schedule was 
decided upon, and a call for 
prospects was issued.

The duty of the Nominating 
Committee is to present a slate 
of nominees for state officers 
to the Executive Board at their 
October board meeting. This 
slate will also appear on the 
ballot to be distributed to LRTA 
members in January of 2018.  
If you are interested in holding 
a state office, or nominating 
someone, contact the LRTA 
office to request a prospect 
sheet.

In late May, I had the privilege 
of attending a reception held 
at the LRTA courtyard in Ba-
ton Rouge. The purpose was 
to present flood relief grant 
checks to victims of the August 
2017 floods.  The grants were 
made possible through dona-
tions by LRTA members and 
AMBA. This project was con-
ducted under the direction of 
the LRTA Foundation. It was a 
joy to watch as Dr. Hugh Craft, 
LRTA Foundation president, 
presented the checks to recipi-
ents. There were many smiles 
all around!

The spring meeting recently 
held in Alexandria was a great 
success.  I hope everyone 
enjoyed it as much as I did! 
The atmosphere was very 
relaxed and happy.  It was 
good to return to the Holiday 
Inn downtown. I like having 
everything under one roof.  It 
was a pleasure to present the 

Name of Fame award to Janis 
Hernandez from District 4; to 
Kathryn Vaughn from District 
8; and to James Stewart, post-
humously, from District 7. We 
will all miss James! It was so 
good to see James’ wife Pat 
and her daughter there so that 
she could accept the award in 
memory of James. A special 
“Hats Off” to Sue and Ben San-
difer, and all their volunteers in 
District 7, for hosting a great 
convention.

I hope you will make your plans 
to attend the LRTA Fall Meeting 
in Metairie, La., on October 23, 
24 and 25. It will be at the Best 
Western Landmark Hotel, 2601 
Severn Ave. This is another old 
hotel that has been beautifully 
remodeled.  The Fall Meeting 
is hosted by District 2.  Stay 
tuned for some twists in the 
programming!

In closing, I would like to ask 
you to remember in your 
prayers the family of Dr. John 
Foster, a past state president 
of LRTA. Dr. Foster passed 
away in May after a lengthy 
illness. HE WILL BE MISSED.

Bertha H. Breland
President

DUES INCREASE REMINDER
Beginning with the 2018 membership year, dues will 
increase to:

Active Members $30 annually
Associate Members $12 annually

Lifetime Members $600 one-time payment
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The bad news is the state has 
now completed three legisla-
tive sessions this year and 
fallen short of avoiding next 
year’s $1.3 billion fiscal cliff. 
The solution to these recurring 
budget deficit issues is adopt-
ing legislation that will address 
our state’s antiquated taxing 
system.

Why is budget and tax reform 
important to retirees? Spe-
cifically, our state has a plan to 
pay down the retirement debt 
and lower the employer costs 
by 2029. Each year our retir-
ees are faced with threats that 
could reduce or change our 
benefit plan due to these tem-
porary high costs. As the state 
has continually faced budget 
shortfalls for more than eight 
years, legislators are looking 
for ways to reduce spending 
and retirement is often the 
target of those cuts.

Until our state adopts a tax 
structure that generates 
adequate revenues to fund 
necessary and legitimate 
governmental services, state 
retirement plans will be under 
constant attack.

Tax policy in Louisiana is con-
voluted and complicated. Fur-
ther, our state relies too heavily 
on personal income and sales 
taxes and provides so many 
credits that businesses and 
industries often don’t pay their 
fair share for governmental 
services.

The Task Force on Structural 
Changes on Budget and Tax 
policy made recommenda-

tions that were simple, fair 
and would fund government 
expenses. More importantly, 
it would make Louisiana 
competitive with other states 
and provide budget stability 
over the short and long term. 
The task force made several 
recommendations relative to 
sales tax. Among those recom-
mendations was establishing a 
more uniform sales tax base by 
bringing exemptions and exclu-
sions in line on both the state 
and local levels, and to reduce 
the sales tax rate from its cur-
rent 5 percent to no more than 
4 percent. 

The bipartisan task force made 
several recommendations 
which included eliminating 
the state deduction for federal 
income taxes paid but provided 
for appropriate state income tax 
rate reductions. Additionally, 
the group recommended two 
options for changing individual 
income tax by expanding the 
income tax base, narrowing the 
brackets, and lowering the rate 
by up to 25 percent.

There were also corporate tax 
recommendations. Perhaps 
the most important aspect of 
these recommendations was 
that each of them may require 
legislation to enact a specific 
change, but addressing each 
measure in isolation of each 
other would not address overall 
tax reform. In short, all of the 
recommendations should be 
addressed at one time as a 
plan for state tax reform. 

The Governor used many of 
these recommendations in 

his tax reform plan introduced 
during the 2017 Regular Leg-
islative Session. This package 
would have replaced the one 
cent sales tax set to expire 
in 2018. Unfortunately, most 
of these bills were not given 
serious consideration and 
were rejected down party lines. 
Consequently, the Republican 
controlled legislature had an 
opportunity to present its own 
plan for tax reform. However, 
no such plan was presented 
and very few tax reform bills 
were introduced, all of which 
failed to pass.

As the session moved into its 
final few weeks, it was appar-
ent that even if the Legislature 
was able to approve a budget 
plan for fiscal year 2017-2018, 
the state was still going to face 
a shortfall next year with a defi-
cit in the hundreds of millions. 
A second special session was 
called at a cost of $60,000 a 
day to address the unresolved 
budget issues. However, it is 
likely another special session 
will be announced early next 
year to address the looming 
fiscal cliff.

The only way to balance a 
state budget is to seek addi-
tional revenues to address the 
shortfall or cut governmental 
services. In our case, educa-
tion and state retirement will 
likely become a target for cuts 
to balance the state budget. 
Some believe the only way to 
solve the fiscal cliff next year 
is to renew the one cent sales 
tax in part or full. Although 
this methodology generates 
additional state revenue, it is 

regressive in that it is not a 
predictable and stable source 
of funding. 

If our state retirees want to 
avoid scrutiny and possible 
future cuts, we as individuals 
and as an organization need to 
encourage our state legislature 
to develop a comprehensive 
plan for budget and tax reform 
at their earliest opportunity. No 
one wants to pay more taxes, 
but the recommendations that 
have been made would actually 
provide for a tax system this is 
broad based where everyone 
is paying their fair share.

By adopting a true plan for tax 
reform like many other states 
in our county, Louisiana will 
become more competitive, 
and specifically, continue to 
pay down the state retirement 
debt, resulting in a healthy and 
cost efficient retirement benefit 
plan that attracts and retains a 
professional and competitive 
teaching workforce.

Rodney R. Watson
Executive Director

WHY IS BUDGET AND TAX REFORM IMPORTANT TO RETIREES? Continued from cover
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LRTA and LRTA Foundation Host Disaster Relief Grant Awards Reception

Louisiana Retired Teachers Association (LRTA) partnered with 
the LRTA Foundation to award 33 qualifying LRTA members who 
were affected by the August 2016 flood with disaster relief grants. 
The Disaster Relief Grant Awards Reception took place on Friday, 
May 26 at 10 a.m., at the LRTA courtyard in Baton Rouge.

Recipients of the grants were from Ascension, East Baton Rouge 
and Livingston Parishes. To qualify for the grants, applicants 
must have: been a member of LRTA at the time of the flood and 
received damage to their primary residence. 

Sixteen groups or individuals donated to the cause, totaling more 
than $30,000 in relief funds.
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The January 2018 ballot will feature the 
election of LRTA President, First Vice-
President, and Second Vice-President.  
The two-year terms of your newly-elected 
officers will begin when the successful 
candidates are installed at the 2018 Spring 
Meeting in April.

The LRTA Bylaws charge the Nominating 
Committee to nominate individuals for 
each statewide elected office.  Sugges-
tions for nominees are requested by the 
committee and should be forwarded to the 
LRTA office in Baton Rouge.

Prospective nominees must be LRTA 
members in good standing and must have 
agreed in advance to serve, if elected.  A 
brief biographical sketch, including educa-
tional background, career experience, and 
honors, awards and involvement in retiree 
and community activities since retirement 
should be included for each nominated 

candidate.  Note:  Associate members of 
LRTA are not eligible to hold office, or to 
vote in LRTA elections.

Information on suggested nominees 
should be furnished to the committee on 
an LRTA Prospect Sheet, which may be 
obtained from any Nominating Committee 
member or by contacting the LRTA office.  
Qualifications of each suggested nominee 
should be prioritized due to space limita-
tions.  Suggested nominees should also 
furnish a recent color photo that may be 
published with their candidate information.  
Prospects for consideration by the Nomi-
nating Committee may be submitted by 
any LRTA member, including the prospect 
himself/herself.

The Nominating Committee looks forward 
to working with the LRTA membership to 
develop a slate of well-qualified candidates 
for LRTA’s statewide elected offices that 

will be presented to the executive board at 
the 2017 Fall Meeting.

All prospective candidate information must 
be received in the LRTA office no later 
than October 1, 2017, but may be submit-
ted any time before that date.  Prospect 
Sheets should be mailed to:

LRTA
Attn:  Nominating Committee
9412 Common St., #5
Baton Rouge, LA 70809

Members of the LRTA Nominating Com-
mittee are:

Gayle Foster, Chair
Frances P. Byler
Joseph Clyde Crooks
Lonnie E. Dunn
Jerilyn S. Williams

Nominees for State Offices Requested
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Provided below is a list of bills that 
were pre-filed and/or introduced for 
consideration by the Legislature 
during the 2017 Regular Session 
which could have had a potential 
impact on you as a retired educa-
tor and/or your retirement system.  
The descriptions of the bills have 
been taken from the legislative text 
and digests. 

The words in red are the positions 
of the LRTA Legislative Committee 
taken on Thursday, April 6, 2017. 

The legislative session began at 
noon on Monday, April 10, and 
ended at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
June 8, 2017.  

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

HOUSE BILL NO. 456 BY REP-
RESENTATIVE ABRAMSON
•	 Proposes to call a limited con-
stitutional convention to address 
key policy issues that require con-
stitutional change.
•	 Convention must complete a 
new constitution by 5/30/19.
•	 May propose substantive 
changes only with respect to the 
following:
•	 the raising of revenue; the al-
location and expenditure of funds; 
•	 the review, limitation, or control 
of the expenditure of funds; educa-
tion funding; 
•	 the management and control of 
higher education institutions; 
•	 the manner in which retirement 
benefits are accrued by members 
of any state or statewide public 
retirement system hired after Dec. 
31, 2019; 
•	 the management of invest-
ments held by the state retirement 
systems; and the enactment of 

retirement benefit provisions. 
•	 Amendments to HB 456 added 
retirement as a potential topic of 
this proposed constitutional con-
vention, including LA Const. art. X, 
§ 29(E) and (F). 

LRTA Opposed. Failed to Pass

TRSL-LSERS TRANSFER OF 
GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE

SENATE BILL NO. 11 BY SENA-
TOR BARROW PEACOCK 
RETIREMENT SYSTEMS: This bill 
provides for the incorporation of 
the Louisiana School Employees’ 
Retirement System into the Teach-
ers’ Retirement System of Louisi-
ana. (7/1/17)
•	 TRSL will administer and man-
age the Teachers’ Retirement Plan 
(TRP) and the Louisiana School 
Employees’ Plan (LSERP).
•	 Transfers all administrative 
functions from LSERS to TRSL to 
be fully implemented within two 
years.
•	 17-member Board; as amend-
ed, removes State Superintendent 

of Education; adds one member 
representing active LSERP mem-
bers - no shared representation 
with food service workers.
•	 Assets held separately in trust 
exclusively to provide benefits for 
respective plan members.
•	 Provides for reports to the 
House and Senate Retirement 
Committees. As amended, first 
report due on January 31, 2018.
•	 As amended, establishes a 
LSERP Advisory Board.

LRTA Neutral. Failed to Pass

BOARD MEMBERSHIP

HOUSE BILL NO. 33 BY REPRE-
SENTATIVE PEARSON
RETIREMENT/BDS - COMMIS-
SIONS: This bill provides relative 
to representation of the House of 
Representatives on the boards of 
trustees of state and statewide re-
tirement systems.
•	 Clarifies provisions related to 
legislative staff’s participation in 
executive sessions of retirement 
systems’ boards of trustees.

RECAP: 2017 REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSION
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•	 As amended, would not return 
the chairman of the House Retire-
ment Committee as the ex officio 
member of the thirteen state and 
statewide retirement systems in 
2020.

LRTA Neutral. Sent to Governor

FUNDING/EMPLOYER CONTRI-
BUTIONS

SENATE BILL NO. 87 BY SENA-
TOR MORRISH
BESE:  Requires allocation of cer-
tain amounts of minimum founda-
tion program formula funds to the 
unfunded accrued liability of TRSL.
•	 Beginning in FY 2017-18, pro-
poses to require an annual direct 
transfer of MFP funds from the 
Department of Education (DOE) to 
TRSL to make that year’s required 
payment on the system’s oldest 
outstanding positive amortization 
base which is attributable to K-12 
education employers.

LRTA Neutral. Failed to Pass

CORRECTION OF ENROLLMENT 
ERRORS

SENATE BILL NO. 8 BY SENA-
TOR PEACOCK
RETIREMENT SYSTEMS:  Pro-
vides for correction of membership 
and enrollment errors in public re-
tirement systems. 
•	 Transfers any person enrolled 
in the wrong public retirement sys-
tem to the correct state or statewide 
retirement system for which his 
employment makes him eligible.
•	 Requires the employer to pay 
any shortage of transferred funds.
•	 Retains / redesignates current 
TRSL law providing for correction 
of enrollment errors where indi-

vidual was enrolled in no system.
•	 As amended, any additional 
costs will be funded through in-
creased employer contributions 
(conforms to LA Const. art. X, § 
29(F)). 
•	 As amended, repeals provision 
relating to Municipal Police Em-
ployees’ Retirement System and 
the Lafayette City Police Depart-
ment.

LRTA Neutral. Awaits Consider-
ation from Governor

RETURN TO WORK

HOUSE BILL NO. 4 BY REPRE-
SENTATIVE MIGUEZ
RETIREMENT/TEACHERS:  Pro-
vides relative to the reemployment 
of retired school nurses in positions 
covered by the Teachers’ Retire-
ment System of La.
•	 School nurses could return to 
work and continue to receive retire-
ment benefits while re-employed, 
subject to 12-month waiting period.
•	 Subject to a 25% of benefit 
earnings limitation.

LRTA Neutral. Signed into law on 
6/3/16. Became Act No. 15. Effec-
tive 7/1/17.

HOUSE BILL NO. 31 BY REPRE-
SENTATIVE HOFFMAN
RETIREMENT/TEACHERS:  Pro-
vides relative to the reemployment 
of retired school psychologists in 
positions covered by the Teachers’ 
Retirement System of Louisiana.
•	 School psychologists could 
return to work as critical shortage 
“retired teachers” and continue to 
receive retirement benefits while 
re-employed, subject to 12-month 
waiting period.
•	 No earnings limitation.

LRTA Neutral. Signed into law 
on 6/12/17. Became Act No. 120. 
Effective 7/1/17.

CHARTER SCHOOLS

HOUSE BILL NO. 546 BY REP-
RESENTATIVE HAVARD
SCHOOLS:  Provides relative to 
exemptions from laws, rules, and 
regulations applicable to public 
school boards and the schools and 
employees under the jurisdiction of 
each with certain exceptions. 
•	 Proposes to add teacher and 
school employee retirement to list 
of laws, rules, and regulations ap-
plicable to charter schools.

LRTA Neutral. Failed to Pass

INVESTMENT REPORTING

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 39 
BY SENATOR MILKOVICH
RETIREMENT SYSTEMS:  Urges 
and requests the systems to report 
certain investment information 
including amounts paid to invest-
ment professionals. 
•	 Proposes to urge and request 
(as amended) each state retire-
ment system to provide additional 
information with comprehensive 
quarterly reports to the Senate Re-
tirement Committee.
•	 As amended, methodology by 
which fees are calculated for pri-
vate assets shall not include any 
proprietary or trade secret infor-
mation or information that would 
cause a competitive disadvantage.
•	 As amended, requires each 
system to post reports on their of-
ficial websites.

LRTA Neutral. Failed to Pass

Continued on pg. 08
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SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 123 
BY SENATOR MILKOVICH
RETIREMENT SYSTEMS: Urges 
and requests each state retirement 
system to post to its website the 
comprehensive investment reports 
submitted quarterly pursuant to 
Senate Resolution No. 175 of the
2005 Regular Session.
•	 Currently, the Senate monitors 
the investments of the state retire-
ment systems by reviewing reports 
submitted pursuant to Senate 
Resolution 175 of 2005. 
•	 Urges and requests each state 
retirement system to post these 
reports on their official public web-
sites beginning with the quarter 
ending June 30, 2017.

LRTA Neutral. Sent to Secretary 
of State 

SCHOOL FINANCE/MFP  
FORMULA

HOUSE BILL NO. 330 BY REP-
RESENTATIVE HENRY
Proposed Constitutional Amend-

ment
•	 Current minimum foundation 
program (MFP) constitutional arti-
cle allows the Legislature to return 
the MFP formula to the Board of 
Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation (BESE) and recommend an 
amended formula for consideration 
by BESE.
•	 Proposes to allow the Legisla-
ture to amend the base cost per 
pupil (only) in the MFP for funding 
city, parish, and other local public 
school systems.
•	 Proposes to substitute the ref-
erence to “parish and city school 
systems” with “city, parish, and 
other local public school systems.”
•	 If approved by Legislators, the 
proposed amendment must be 
submitted to Louisiana voters at 
the statewide election to be held 
Nov. 6, 2018.

No Position. Did not run

SUPPLEMENTAL PAYMENTS TO 
UAL

HOUSE BILL NO. 55 BY REPRE-
SENTATIVE CARTER
Proposed Constitutional Amend-
ment
•	 Constitutional Amendment 
would authorize certain severance 
taxes on natural gas.
•	 Proposes to create a “Fair 
Share Fund” for such taxes; pay-
ments toward the UAL are among 
authorized distributions (17% of 
fund balance).
•	 Effective January 1, 2018, if 
enacted through statewide election 
on 10/14/17. 

No Position. Did not run

SOCIAL SECURITY - GPO/WEP

SENATE CONCURRENT RESO-
LUTION NO. 22 BY SENATOR 
MIZELL
•	 Memorializes congress to con-
sider eliminating the Windfall Elimi-
nation Provision (WEP) and the 
Government Pension Offset (GPO) 
Social Security benefit reductions.

LRTA Supported. Sent to  
Secretary of State

STATUTORY CLEAN-UP

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESO-
LUTION NO. 46 BY REPRESEN-
TATIVE PEARSON
•	 Authorizes and directs the La. 
State Law Institute and the printer 
of the La. Revised Statutes to stop 
printing the language added by Act 
No. 483 of the 2012 R.S., which 
created a cash balance plan for 
some La. retirement systems and 
which the La. Supreme Court held 
was unconstitutionally enacted. 

RECAP: 2017 REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSION continued...
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PRESIDENT
Bertha H. Breland 

rupbert@bellsouth.net

IMMEDIATE PAST
PRESIDENT

Dr. Lonnie E. Dunn 
ldmd82@aol.com 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 
Nancy L. Quigley 

thequig20@aol.com

SECOND VICE
PRESIDENT 

Janis M. Hernandez
janishernandez@hotmail.com

DISTRICT I PRESIDENT
Maria Sly George

theomari@bellsouth.net

DISTRICT II PRESIDENT
Beth Plaisance

Plaisancee@bellsouth.net

DISTRICT III PRESIDENT
Alva J. Martin

alvamars@bellsouth.net

DISTRICT IV PRESIDENT
Dorothy W. Wilson

dmwilson414@att.net

DISTRICT V PRESIDENT
Patricia S. Woods

patswoods@bellsouth.net

DISTRICT VI PRESIDENT
Wilda P. Chelette

jackandwilda@aol.com

DISTRICT VII PRESIDENT
Benjamin L. Sandifer

benlsandifer@bellsouth.net

DISTRICT VIII PRESIDENT
Raymond Powell

raymondpowell@att.net

DISTRICT IX PRESIDENT
Freddy L. Rivers

rayvillekappa@yahoo.com

DISTRICT X PRESIDENT
Becky S. Solley

mommasolley3@yahoo.com

DISTRICT XI PRESIDENT
Jan Webb

janwebb@bellsouth.net

TRSL Board of Trustees
Dr. Jerry J. Baudin

jerryjbaudin@cox.net

Dr. James A. Taylor, Sr.
edleaders@bellsouth.net

Group Benefits Policy & 
Planning Board

AARP State President

LASS-R
Mr. Donald A. Songy

lass@eatel.net

LRTA
Executive

Board

Further requests that the printer stop 
printing the headnote on sections that no 
longer include unconstitutionally enacted 
language.

No Position. Sent to Secretary of State

LRTA Mourns Dr. John D. Foster

Past LRTA President, Dr. John 
D. Foster from Folsom, La., 
passed away on May 11, 2017. 
Foster was LRTA President 
during 2002-2004. We extend 
our deepest condolences to 
his family and friends. 

IN MEMORIAM continued from pg. 11
Bonnie R. Graham – Shreveport
Vella G. Grant – Shreveport
Shirley D. Gunther – Shreveport
Mary Caldwell B. Harris – Shreveport
Carl E. Hill – Bossier City
Charlotte R. Hilton – Shreveport
Alice G. Jarrett – Shreveport
Betty Willis Jiles – Homer
Marianna Johnson – Minden
Marva P. Johnson – Shreveport
Tilmer Keels, Jr. – Shreveport
Zula B. Lathon – Bossier City
Ruby T. Marshall – Shreveport
Gertrude H. McCuller – Shreveport
Eleanor McFarland – Shreveport
Patricia E. McKee – Bossier City
Thomas Palczynski – Shreveport
Beverly J. Pierce – Shreveport
Gloria L. Porter – Shreveport
Lou Benson Powell – Sarepta
Nancy P. Sanders – Bossier City
Betty J. Sellers – Shreveport
Bobby L. Skaggs – Benton
Stephen W. Slaughter – Shreveport
John L. Thompson – Bossier City
Mary G. Thompson – Minden
Hazel W. Tims – Minden
Paul E. Upshaw – Shreveport
Billie B. Van Hoose – Vivian
Mary O. Vantassel – Shreveport
Verna Price Williams – Shreveport
Glorya J. Wilson – Shreveport

Out of State
Jane M. Abbot – Davis, CA
Gladys L. Anselem – Baytown, TX
Jewel M. Arender – Lufkin, TX
Gale L. Ashley – Longview, TX
Marjorie Barker – Bellville, TX
Floreine S. Baugh – Honolulu, HI
Marilyn D. Beauregard – Atlanta, GA
Ursula B. Bell – San Diego, CA
Susan J. Burrell – Cherokee Village, AR
Sandra C. Calkins – Katy, TX
Marian M. Caskey – Portsmouth, OH

Earnestine T. Chambers – Grand Prairie, TX
Mary E. F. Clark – Fayetteville, NC
Marjorie N. Cloutier – Cat Spring, TX
Dan F. Clower – Navarre, FL
Martha D. Collins – Johnson City, TN
Lurline B. Courtney – Los Angeles, CA
Emily C. Cranford – Columbia, MS
Clara B. Crayton – Clarksville, TN
Constance T. Davis – Nashville, TN
Lou Hirsch S. Davison – Heath, TX
Bobby J. Dooley – Aurora, CO
Clarence E. Dunmore, Jr. – Vicksburg, MS
Anita Z. Fleming – San Antonio, TX
Aileen Freasier – Erie, PA
Helen A. Furr – Hanover, MD
Richard J. Gasper – Tucker, GA
Robert E. Golden – Hot Springs, AR
Claire H. Greene – Bakersville, NC
Terry H. Gross – Ashdown, AR
Mary Grovenburg – Pasadena, TX
Leila E. Gubler – Loveland, CO
Ronald Gunter – Urbana, IL
Miriam A. Hebert – Killen, AL
Charles R. Hibberts – Longview, TX
Linda M. Hill – Alpharetta, GA
Mary S. Hitt – Ballston Spa, NY
Isa D. Hobdy – Rancho Cordova, CA
Willard E. Hohnstein – Lake Kiowa, TX
Melanie B. Huber – Las Vegas, NV
Ben Jobe – Montgomery, AL
Eugene G. Johnson – West Covina, CA
Clarence Kennedy – Garland, TX
Edward N. Lambremont – Fairhope, AL
Audrey V. Laplante – Asheville, NC
Schranga H. Lawrence – Picayune, MS
Nick Lekatis – Sacramento, CA
Sally G. Livings – Houston, TX
Marguerite M. Lucky – Brevard, NC
Larry C. McGhee, Sr. – Gilbert, AZ
Barbara Ellen McGlothin – Seguin, TX
Mary McGough – Chandler, TX
Robert McGough – Chandler, TX
Douglas McLaren – Kilgore, TX
Robert W. McLeane – Rolla, MO
Vickie H. Medick – Bellevue, WA
Mary R. Meredith – Victoria, TX
Olga F. Merrick – League City, TX

Virgie M. Miller – Houston, TX
Elizabeth Ann Mims – Springfield, IL
Irene F. Minor – Clinton, MS
Sylvia S. Murphy – Rockledge, FL
Joseph A. Musick – Monticello, AR
Evelyn H. North – Jackson, MS
Charles Oakley – Lebanon, TN
Aurelia Orr – Roanoke, TX
Eddy Anne Ouder – Charleston, SC
Yvette Keppel Pazos – Louisville, KY
Maxine J. Pijeaux – Birmingham, AL
Ralph R. Pottle, Jr. – Glen Allen, VA
Diedri Johnson Profit – Humble, TX
Annie J. Rayson – Los Angeles, CA
Bobby E. Robinson – Summit, MS
Charles D. Rounds, Sr. – Fairburn, GA
Barbara A. Searcy – Ft. Worth, TX
Robert Shaye – Ridgeland, MS
Lillian A. Sibley – Friendswood, TX 
Diane M. J. Smith – Kennesaw, GA
Jo R. Smith – San Augustine, TX
Peggy D. Smith – Temecula, CA
Mildred S. Sorrells – Golden, CO
Edward H. Stoddard – Foley, AL
Miriam Stogner – Knoxville, TN
Joseph C. Sullivan – Shakopee, MN
Daniel M. Sykes – Pearland, TX
Allan T. Tatar – Dallas, TX
David L. Therrien – Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Robert L. Thompson – Chelsea, AL
Edythe Turner – Nashville, TN
Nancy J. Underwood – Coppell, TX
Helen M. Urban – Austin, TX
Faye T. Vaughn – Pearland, TX
Arthur W. Ward – Black Jack, MO
Alice H. Washington – Ft. Worth, TX
Lorene S. Watkins – Plano, TX
Billy L. Williams – Purvis, MS
Gracie F. Williams – Houston, TX
J. V. Williams – Statesboro, GA
Robert L. Williams – Grand Prairie, TX
Rosie C. Williams – Mesquite, TX
Zola Williams – Bowie, MD
David A. Williamson – Brownsburg, IN
Elsie Grasso Wilson – Bells, TX
George Wilson – Sugar Land, TX
Helen J. Wilson – Ft. Worth, TX
Charles D. Wood – Fayetteville, AR
Franco Zambon – Portland, OR
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District I
Ruby J. Anderson – New Orleans
Mildred Armour – New Orleans
Lydia W. Blache – New Orleans
Theoclecia Bourgeois – New Orleans
Shirley Burns Briscoe – New Orleans
Brenda P. Edwards – New Orleans
Patricia A. Ether – Belle Chasse
Melva M. Falls – New Orleans
Virginia V. Fazende -  Belle Chasse
Leonard Frank – New Orleans
Evelyn F. Gilbert – New Orleans
Jessie P. Gilyot – New Orleans
Sylvia Stanley Gordon – New Orleans
Kenneth E. Owen – New Orleans
Sharon L. Paul – New Orleans
Antoinette W. Pratcher –  
New Orleans
Sharon A. Pulley – New Orleans
Cornelia Robertson – Violet
August J. Roussell, Jr. New Orleans
Christina Vella – New Orleans
Paul West – New Orleans
Viola J. Williams – New Orleans
Mathew J. Wilson – New Orleans
Ruth N. Wilson – New Orleans
Constance I. Yeaton – New Orleans

District II
Doris D. Achord – Kenner
Gwendolyn D. Angelette – LaRose
Gary Babin – Raceland
Marilyn L. Baronne – Raceland
Ronald A. Barrett – Metairie
Katherine P. Bauer – St. Rose
Lorraine M. Beninato – Kenner
Martha S. Blanchard – Metairie
Jeffery J. Brasset, Jr. – Harvey
Beverly S. Byrnes – Metairie
Brenda M. Cantrelle – Marrero
Roselia P. Castellon – Harahan
Jeanette B. Cheramie – Cut Off
Terri B. Chiasson – Cut Off
Marion Conerly – Thibodaux
Pansy Dangelo – Westwego
Maryann Delaneuville – Metairie
Vickie Ann Delgrandile – Cut Off
Diane L. Delise –Kenner
Susan P. Dugas – Harvey
Andrew P. Dwyer – Harvey
Diane H. Elliott – Gretna
Cheryl Epling – Metairie
L. Frank Formusa – Metairie
Ann D. Franz – Metairie
Emilia Galiano – Chauvin

Dolores Gomez – Luling
Mary Gorrondona – Metairie
Gloria J. Hankins – Westwego
Anna P. Hutchinson – Metairie
Wilbert Jenkins – LaPlace
Jerah Johnson – Metairie
Calvin H. Keller – Reserve
Margaret Labella – Harvey
Beverly E. Loar – Avondale
Georgia H. Manson – Kenner
Cora Lee W. McMillan – Houma
Thomas J. Mortillaro – Thibodaux
Mary B. Nero, Metairie
Catherine L. Patterson – Kenner
Carolyn B. Peoples – LaPlace
Jane B. Percle – Thibodaux
Joy K. Pray – LaPlace
Robert Paul Rankin – Houma
Roy P. Rodrigue – Thibodaux
Francis J. Sevin – Pierre Part
Paul S. Smith – Bourg
Hilda A. Spence – River Ridge
Beverly Ann Stafford – Labadieville
Adele S. Streeck – LaPlace
Dennis J. Strohmeyer – Gretna

District III
Harold P. Abels – Springfield
Bob H. Allred – Ponchatoula
Nadine J. Anderson – Amite
Evon Anthony – Hammond
Tommy R. Armour – Bogalusa
Patricia G. Arsenault – Slidell
Jack Ronald Bankston – Denham 
Springs
Annie Bezue – Independence
Carolyn A. Bingham – Mandeville
David A. Boone – Covington
Barbara M. Bowden – Denham 
Springs
Jamie T. Brill – Denham Springs
Clifford L. Brown – Covington
Donna B. Brown – Amite
Rodney W. Brown – Bogalusa
Billy C. Burge – Denham Springs
Alfred J. Cox – Hammond
Lydia Creel – Franklinton
Ruth F. Ducote – Slidell
Gloria P. Dufrene – Covington
Cynthia Dyson – Franklinton
Carolyn B. Easley – Kentwood
Mary Hanford Ferrer – Covington
John D. Foster – Folsom
Josie C. Garafola – Hammond
Primrose B. Harrell – Amite
Josephine A. Harris – Natalbany
Emilie G. Hinton – Slidell
Doris Hutchinson – Covington

Susan M. Jenkins – Amite
Marie R. Kuhn – Ponchatoula
Thomas B. Lawson – Hammond
Katie Merl Levey – Amite
Wilmon Little – French Settlement
Elaine M. Louviere – Mandeville
Eunice H. Magee – Abita Springs
Peggy W. McDaniel – Franklinton
Ronald Wayne McKenzie – Angie
Rose M. Melendez – Independence
Mary J. Myers – Varnado
Joyce A. Nicholas – Madisonville
William B. Parrill – Hammond
Harold A. Pilie, Jr. – Slidell
William Poillion – Amite
Joyce R. Sanchez – Walker
Althea W. Savoie – Covington
Brenda B. Saxon – Slidell
Frank D. Sharp – Covington
Steve Soutullo – Springfield
James Leroy Toney – Franklinton
Nancy Genell Tullos – Bogalusa

District IV
McKinley Anderson – Geismar
Arthur D. Barnes – Baton Rouge
Elma I. Black – Baton Rouge
Gene A. Blanchard – Plaquemine
Carolyn P. Boyet – Baton Rouge
Margie R. Broussard – Baton Rouge
Justine H. Brunson – Prairieville
William C. Burks – Baton Rouge
Cynthia H. Cambre – Clinton
Janet Capone – Donaldsonville
Catherine A. Cardinale – Baton 
Rouge
Norma D. Chiasson – Prairieville
Annabelle R. Clement – Baton Rouge
Robert C. Coker – St. Amant
Emma T. Coston – Baton Rouge
Althea Cox – Baton Rouge
Mildred Crain – St. Amant
Zerlee E. Criss – Baton Rouge
Denice M. Ducote – Baton Rouge
Evelyn Dyson – Baton Rouge
Marie A. Eby – Plaquemine
June S. Ford – Baton Rouge
Betty F. Forman – Baton Rouge
Joan C. George – Baton Rouge
Sarah K. Harrison – Baton Rouge
Eva S. Hollins – Baton Rouge
Jacqueline P. Hunt – Baker
Norbert J. Hurst – New Roads
Mary Lou Hutchinson – Baton Rouge
Elisha Jackson – Baton Rouge
Ora G. Holly Jackson – New Roads
Ethel M. Jenkins – Greenwell Springs
Alfred Johnson – Baton Rouge

Dorothy F. Kaufman – Baton Rouge
Deborah J. Kellogg – Greenwell 
Springs
Betty R. Kilpatrick – Baton Rouge
Robert B. Lank – Baton Rouge
Carol K. LeBlanc – Baton Rouge
Lavern H. Lefevre – Loranger
Sammie T. Manogin – Baton Rouge
Christine R. Matassa – Darrow
Gloria Melugin – Baton Rouge
Marjorie M. Milton – Baker
Lyda L. Newton – Zachary
Mary E. Oubre – Prairieville
Ramona E. Patterson – Gonzales
Dallas A. Picou, Jr. – Oscar
Esther R. Price – Baton Rouge
Ruby J. Randall – Baton Rouge
Elster Reech – Baton Rouge
Robert K. Rice – Batchelor
Elizabeth L. Romero – Baton Rouge
Carolyn H. Sauer – Baton Rouge
Keith S. Schwendimann – Zachary
Melvin Sinquefield – Baton Rouge
Patrick D. Staub – Baton Rouge
Margaret D. Sternberger – Baton 
Rouge
Russell L. Stockard – Baton Rouge
Sarah D. Sturdivant – Baton Rouge
Christopher Thomas – Plaquemine
Donald W. Thomas – Baton Rouge
Murray A. Toney, Jr. – Baton Rouge
Theresa D. Tyson – Baton Rouge
Leo Vaughan – Baton Rouge
Cathy J. Villanueva – Baton Rouge
Julia Ann Ware – Angola
Elbert D. Wascom – Gonzales
Pamela V. Watts – Gonzales
Edward L. Wells, Jr. – Baton Rouge
Frankie B. Whitfield – Baton Rouge
Juliet T. Williams – Zachary
Evna E. Wilson – Baton Rouge
John C. Wilson – Clinton
Betty T. Winston – Baton Rouge

District V
Joseph C. Alexander – Lafayette
Marie D. Ambrose – St. Martinville
John L. Beazley – Youngsville
Charles A. Bernard – Lafayette
Curtis J. Bernard – Lafayette
Johnnie M. Boatright – New Iberia
Tommye W. Bonin – Lafayette
Leonard J. Boniol – Morgan City
Ferral Bordelon – Ville Platte
Danette S. Boudreaux – Melville
Barbara M. Buetow – Lafayette
Sandra M. Bufford – Abbeville
Billie B. Burley – New Iberia

IN MEMORIAM  “...THESE IMMORTAL DEAD WHO LIVE AGAIN IN MINDS MADE BETTER BY THEIR PRESENCE”
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Ozitta M. Catalon – Maurice
Jody M. Charpentier – Jeanerette
Clarence Christenson – Morgan City
John E. Claiborne – Opelousas
Margaret Jo Cooper – Lafayette
Mordessa Corbin – Gilbert
John L. Couvillion – Eunice
Eugene R. Darbonne – Opelousas
Louthra L. Darjean – Opelousas
Ronnie J. Deshotel – Mamou
Dillard Deville – Washington
Karen S. Dodd – Eunice
Russel H. Dressel – New Iberia
Elizabeth S. Dugal – Lafayette
Bertye M. Evans – Lafayette
Linda Giarrantano – Youngsville
Eldora L. D. Givens – Carencro
Pauline B. Guidry – Loreauville
Antoinette M. Guillory – Eunice
James Denny Guillory – Mamou
Evelyn Hannie – Lafayette
Edna C. Hathorn – Lafayette
Essie R. F. Holland – Mamou
Betty B. Jacquet – Morgan City
Dianne James – New Iberia
Cora Ann Jones – Opelousas
Myrtle H. Jones – Opelousas
Gordon J. King – Lafayette
Thomas L. Kreamer – Lafayette
Eloise B. LaFleur – Carencro
Alphonse D. Landry – Lafayette
Vandell G. Latiolais – Lafayette
Joan P. Lavigne – Lafayette
Donald J. LeBlanc – Lafayette
Ethel C. Martin – Scott
Carla H. Migues – New Iberia
James W. Parker – Lafayette
Marva Mae Paul – Franklin
Maxine Ready – Lafayette
Daniel W. Roberts – Lafayette
Howard G. Rogers, Sr. – Morgan City
Marie L. Schwing – New Iberia
Eve B. Sevin – Kaplan
Patricia W. Simon – Jeanerette
Madeline M. Sonnier – Carencro
Carey M. Staples – Patterson
Mary Victorian – Basile
Alice J. Voorhies – Lafayette
Marlene A. Wall – Broussard
Shirley S. Young – Lafayette

District VI
Glenda J. Banks – Lake Charles
Rebecca A. Bishop – Sulphur
Lillian Bonfanti – DeQuincy
Betty Brownell – Ragley
Sharon M. Chevalier – DeRidder
Terry R. Corbins – Crowley

Martha M. Fontenot – Lake Charles
Sherman Wayne Fontenot – Kinder
Edna P. Garrick – Lake Charles
Anne H. Guidry – Lake Charles
Tina B. Harmon – Kinder
Bobbie Sue Hayles – Lake Charles
Rose Timpa M. Holland – Lake 
Charles
Daniel Ieyoub – Lake Charles
Robert G. Ivey – DeQuincy
Mary E. Jones – Lake Charles
Billy R. Larocca – Lake Charles
Linton Lecompte – Lake Charles
Arthur E. Lee – Lake Charles
Willow D. McBride – Church Point
Gloria McCollough – Sulphur
Jerome W. Mouton – Lake Charles
Irma F. Nielsen – Elton 
Mabelle S. Rathburn – DeRidder
Elizabeth L. Richard  - Lake Charles
Marie A. Rider – Lake Charles
Clara M. Roy – Lake Charles
Jeanette C. Savoie – Iowa
Sylvia Ann Schroll – Lake Charles
Joyce Annette Simmons – DeRidder
Preston J. Sonnier – Crowley
Kermit Nell Stevens – Lake Charles
Dorothy S. Taylor – Sulphur
Mark A. Walker – DeRidder
John O. Williams – Church Point

District VII
Curtis Augustine, Jr. – Marksville
Beatrice M. Bates – Alexandria
Mary Ann Bennett – Ball
Kenneth Bonnette – Marksville
James L. Bordelon – Marksville
Rodney K. Bradford – Montgomery
Lois E. Brister – Alexandria
Gaylyn Morrow Bryan – Pollock
Jule M. Clausen – Simpson
Elizabeth Coleman – Alexandria
Lousie W. Cooley – Vidalia
Era L. Doyle – Alexandria
Jules G. Gingras, Jr. – Alexandria
Neva N. Guinn – Alexandria
A. Edmond Hays, Jr. – Glenmora
Mary Jane Hoge – Alexandria
Gwendolyn D. Ivey – Boyce
Susan C. LaPrairie – Marksville
Madeline McClelland – Bunkie
Bobbie Jean H. Meyers –  
Harrisonburg
Dorothy A. Morton – Boyce
Ruth P. Norris – Deville
Aleene S. Perkins – Alexandria
Louise S. Pierre – Mansura
Clarence A. Roy – Cottonport

James B. Saucier – Bordelonville
Geraldine J. Shaw – Elmer
Alice R. Sparks – Alexandria
Mavis H. Steen – Jena
Ethel Mae Valley – Colfax
Ladonna Vault – Alexandria

District VIII
Linda M. Adkins – Natchitoches
Moses C. Baines – Clarence
Roselyn Culbertson – Many
Clarice M. Davis – Grand Cane
Mary C. Farmer – Converse
Virginia M. Gatti – Many
Patricia B. Greenland – Atlanta
Madelyn R. Herren – Princeton
P. Hollingsworth, Jr.	 - Winnfield
Yvonne Jones – Melrose
James C. Lin – Natchitoches
Tyrice Maxey – Many
June A. McLemore – Keatchie
Threada T. Prealow – Coushatta
Betty Sebren Rascoe – Converse
Thomas P. Southerland –  
Natchitoches
Michael L. Tinnerello – Winnfield
Wendell C. Wellman – Natchitoches
Harriet H. Yates – Robeline

District IX
Pamela P. Baldwin – St. Joseph
Betty Bell – Mangham
Ples Edward Bell – St. Joseph
Lillian J. Blunt – Winnsboro
Jerrene M. Edwards – Epps
Veronica Ellis – Lake Providence
Mary Alice Guthrie – St. Joseph
Viola Johnson – Tallulah
Mary K. Newton – Rayville
Nell D. B. Rambo – Lake Providence 
Prince E. Robinson –  
Lake Providence
Bonnie D. Rogers – Rayville
Gene A. Stephens – Oak Grove
Bertie D. Stewart – Winnsboro
Elizabeth B. Tubbs – Oak Grove
Berthenia R. Willis – Tallulah

District X
Elizabeth F. Allen – Bastrop
Carolyn L. Babb – Monroe
Jack Beard – Ruston
James T. Bonsall – Bastrop
Betty Z. Carter – Downsville
Mary Edna Cathey – Simsboro
George C. Cicala – Monroe
Patricia P. Clark – Farmerville
Ruby C. Cyrus – Monroe

Mickey Denton – Farmerville
Edna L. Franklin – Choudrant
Henry M. Hamilton – Downsville
Martha U. Hart – Ruston
Etta P. Jackson – Monroe
Marshall Johnston – Bastrop
Troy W. Kennedy – Jonesboro
Geraldine Y. Lambright – Ruston
Marshal S. Legan – Monroe
Mary Alice Moore – Sterlington
Nelwyn K. Norwood – Monroe
Thurman I. Potts – Monroe
Paul R. Ramsey – Ruston
Earvin Ryland – Ruston
Jean E. Salter – Monroe
Karen R. Sandoz – West Monroe
Roy Neal Shelling – Monroe
Penelope Sims – Mer Rouge
Jimmy D. Sistrunk – Bastrop
Lizzie S. Smith – Mer Rouge
Jacqueline Southwell – Monroe
James Stewart – Doyline
Herbert R. Turner – Dubach
Chester Walker – Ruston
Donald K. Weems – Monroe
Climmie A. Wyatt – Ruston

District XI
Wilda R. Andrews – Shreveport
Thelma J. Bailey – Shreveport
Milton R. Ballard – Shreveport
Addie D. Banks – Shreveport
Jacqualine B. Barr – Shreveport
Connie H. Beasley – Shreveport
Susan W. Bell – Shreveport
Edward Bernatowicz – Shreveport
Waylon Branch – Shreveport
Julia H. Brooks – Shreveport
Robert C. Clawson – Shreveport
Fred Coday, Jr. – Bossier City
Roland Colvin – Sarepta
Glenda L. Copeland – Shreveport
Billie R. Corley – Shreveport
Mary K. Creech – Shreveport
Pauline Dance – Athens
Jo P. Darden – Bossier City
Betty O. Davis – Haynesville
Robert C. Davis – Shreveport
Virginia C. Davis – Minden
Milton T. Eden – Shreveport
Wanda M. Edwards – Bossier City
Bobby R. Evans – Lisbon
Betty J. Faust – Belcher
Billy H. Gilley – Shreveport
Lillian Gilliam – Shreveport
Fred J. Goebel – Shreveport
Mildred M. Goodwin – Shreveport

“...THESE IMMORTAL DEAD WHO LIVE AGAIN IN MINDS MADE BETTER BY THEIR PRESENCE”
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
2017 Fall Meeting 

October 23, 24 & 25 
Best Western Landmark Hotel & Suites

Metairie, LA
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