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A MESSAGE FROM OUR LRTA PRESIDENT

As I'm sure you may have noticed
by now, all of LRTA's redesigned
newsletters are loosely themed.
Each issue's topics have been
timely relevant to the interests and
lives of Louisiana’s retired teach-
ers; this issue is no exception. We
want to dedicate this issue to de-
veloping leadership skills at the lo-
cal, district, and state levels.

An association such as LRTA de-
pends on strong leadership for
success in achieving goals. We
have been blessed over the years
with many strong leaders at all lev-
els. However, we must continue to
encourage our members to accept
positions of leadership throughout
the organization. With as many
leaders as we have in retired teach-
ers, no one should have to hold an
office longer than the appropriate
time frame outlined in the organi-
zation’s guidelines. After all, we all
became leaders when we stepped
into classrooms as teachers!

Another reason to encourage re-
tirees to take a leadership role is
that it keeps our minds sharp and
our hearts young. Well, | cant
guarantee the heart part, but the
mind does work better when used.
With our situation in Louisiana, we
stand to lose a lot if we slip away
from knowing what is going on.
It is important that we keep our

minds in the game, and our hands
on the wheel! We care about what
happens to us, as well as the well-
being of others.

| have some very exciting news to
share! Our very own accomplished
leader has received an honor that
carries national recognition. Ex-
ecutive Director Rodney Watson
has been elected president-elect
of the Association of State Retired
Teacher Executives (ASRTE).
ASRTE is a national organization
of Executive Directors of retired
teachers associations from every
state. They meet once a year and
are in contact by e-mail regularly.
What a great way to share ideas,
successes, and brainstorm to rem-
edy weaknesses. He will serve two
years as president-elect and two
years as president. Congratula-
tions to Rodney!! This is an excel-
lent way to get positive recognition
for Louisiana and for our organiza-
tion.

Thanks in advance to LRTA District
Il for hosting this year’s Fall Meet-
ing. We look forward to an informa-
tive and entertaining convention.
The meeting takes place October
23-25, at the Best Western Plus
Landmark Hotel, 2601 Severn
Ave., Metairie, La. | have been in
the area often and | know there is
plenty of good shopping and good
food in the area, but the hotel has
everything you need under one
roof if you don’t want to leave the
facility. | know you remember how
informative and how fun last year’s
meeting was. | think you can look
forward to the same this year—-
-including BINGO!

An added feature this year will be
breakout sessions that emphasize

our theme of Leadership in Action.
The sessions include Membership
led by State Membership Chair
Nancy Quigley, Programs led by
State Program Chair Janis Her-
nandez, Legislative Activism led
by State Legislative Chair Patricia
Sonnier, and Leadership in Action
led by myself and Lonnie Dunn.
We hope these sessions will in-
spire and encourage more people
to take leadership roles. We want
to emphasize the materials and re-
sources that are available for your
use, such as the Resource Book
for District and Unit Presidents.

| want to thank the Nominating
Committee for their work thus far.
A new slate of state officers will
be seated at the Spring Meeting
in April 2018. Election ballots will
be sent out in January 2018. Be in
prayer for this committee and the
prospective nominees.

Just a reminder that the dues in-
crease will go into effect beginning
with the 2018-2019 membership
year. Dues will increase from
$25.00 to $30.00 for active mem-
bers, $10.00 to $12.00 for associ-
ate members, and from $500.00 to
$600.00 for new lifetime members.
Thank you for a positive vote on
this issue on the 2017 ballot.

| also want to share with you that
| had total knee replacement sur-
gery on August 23. The surgery
went well. I've been recuperating at
home since the 24th. | have to tell
you that the hardest part is physi-
cal therapy. Not fun, but a must!!! |
plan to be stepping pretty high by
convention time. | hope to see you
all there!

Bertha H. Breland, President



LEADERSHIP IN ACTION

“Leadership is both a research area and a practical skill, regarding
the ability of an individual or organization to ‘lead’ or guide other

individuals, teams, or entire organizations”

Additionally, we have designed a series of workshops that focus
on the function of State and District Officers. Participants will have
an opportunity to choose a session on Leadership, Membership,
Program or Legislation.

As we look at the role of leadership in our organization, it's im-
portant that our officers actively participate in the protection of
our retirement benefits. Specifically, how do our leaders instill the
concept of activism within our membership?

Definition of Activism: a doctrine or practice that emphasizes di-
rect vigorous action, especially in support of or opposition to one
side of a controversial political issue.

Our successes over the past two years have been a credit to the
lobbying efforts and activism among our officers and respective
membership. Too often, however, we apply the concept of activ-
ism toward the end of our objective rather than at the beginning.

Protecting our benefit plan is arguably one of the most important
missions of the Louisiana Retired Teachers Association (LRTA).
We have succeeded in that mission by electing a governor that
supports our defined benefit structure, lobbying against multiple
pieces of legislation aimed at reducing or changing our state pen-
sions, and securing a cost-of-living adjustment in a year when
legislation did not provide for that benefit. Additionally, we have
prevented legislation from passing that could have amended the
constitutional protection of our state retirement plan.

Because of budget issues and a national climate that is critical of
public pensions, we will continually fight these battles. Therefore,
how do we as an organization plan ahead to address these long
term attacks on our retirement plan?

We now need to focus on state legislators and how they vote in
support or opposition to maintaining our defined benefit plan. We
should actively review the voting records of each legislator and
survey the opinions of each person that seeks an elective office in
the state of Louisiana. We have nearly 160,000 active and retired
educators in Louisiana. This powerful number of citizens could
vote any legislator into or out of office. How do we accomplish
this mission?

LRTA has an excellent state and district organizational structure

that allows us to promulgate the __
goals of protecting our benefit R
plan and providing opportunities [

to ‘make our retirement years |
great’. We can better accomplish
these goals by:

|
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Using our organizational
structure to communicate and solicit legislative views on
retirement issues

Train our members on what legislative platforms support our
current benefit plan

Communicate these views to citizens who value our educa-
tional structure and our right to a modest retirement plan
Vote as a constituency

Attend training at our state meetings to assist district and
unit officers on accomplishing our mission. This fall's key-
note speaker is Tom Schedler, Secretary of State, who will
talk on the power of the vote!

Focus on putting the right people in the right seat to perma-
nently maintain our retirement plan

Invite legislators to your Unit and District meetings and
share with them the reasons why our benefit plan is not
only important to retirees but provides for the recruitment of
highly qualified teachers and is an economic driver at the
parish and state levels

Invite active school employees and school administrators to
your meetings to learn about mutual retirement issues and
legislative platforms

By actively using our leadership structure at the State and District
level to elect the right representatives to serve in the state legisla-
ture we are, in effect, preventing damaging bills from being intro-
duced at legislative sessions. This type of preventative activism
will lead to solutions for winning the war, rather than the recurring
battles. In short, don't wait for bills to be introduced at a legisla-
tive session, let's prevent them from being written as potential
changes to law! .

I invite you to attend our Fall Meeting on October 23, 24,and 25,

to receive more information and fraining on how you can be a

preventative activist in your local community!

Rodney R. Watson, Executive Director
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LEADERSHIP IN ACTION: KNOW YOUR LEADERS

DISTRICT |
"* A —-.

District President:
Mrs. Maria Sly George
P. 0. Box 15713

New Orleans, LA70175
(504) 586-1197
theomari@bellsouth.net

1st Vice-President
Membership Chair
Ms. Mattie W. White
3830 Tall Pines Dr.
New Orleans, LA70131
(504) 392-7001

In regards to embracing
legislative action, District Il
President Beth Plaisance
advises, “Embrace the

power of sending e-mails |

and setting up e-mail
contacts for local units to
inform legislators of their
concerns.” Plaisance also
recommends  forwarding
e-mails from Executive
Director Rodney Watson to
all units within the district,
and encouraging each to
share them with respective
members.

DISTRICT I

District President:

Ms. Beth Plaisance

310 Barrilleaux St.
Lockport, LA 70374

(985) 532-5318
plaisancee@bellsouth.net

1st Vice-President
Membership Chair

Ms. Mercedes Bascle

220 Douglas Dr.

Houma, LA 70364

(985) 872-9756
mercedesbascle@hotmail.com

2nd Vice-President
Program Chair

Mr. William R. “Billy” Picard
105 Catherine Dr.

Luling, LA70070

(985) 785-9005
wpicard@cox.net

Legislative Committee Chair
Mr. Donald Bascle

220 Douglas Dr.

Houma, LA 70364

(985) 872-9756
dab2sd12c@gmail.com

“The most important quality of a leader is to have an extraor-
dinary dedication to LRTA,” District President Alva Martin said,
“along with having availability, being an asset to the varied lo-
cal units and a sincere desire to serve in office with the best of

their skills and abilities.”

DISTRICT IlI

District President:
Mrs. Alva J. Martin

P. 0. Box 1235
Bogalusa, LA 70429
(985) 516-1113
alvamars@bellsouth.net

1st Vice-President
Membership Chair
Mrs. Gayle T. Foster
19283 Lanier Creek Rd.
Loranger, LA 70446
(985) 878-2713

2nd Vice-President
Program Chair

Mrs. Lazette Watterson

P. 0. Box 873

Bogalusa, LA 70429

(985) 732-3341
lazettewatterson@yahoo.com

Legislative Committee
Chairs

Mr. Jack Loup

11198 Willie Cemetery Rd.
Folsom, LA 70437

(985) 796-3771
jackloup@uwildblue.net

&

Ms. Marian Arrowsmith
1000 Montgomery St.
Mandeville, LA 70448
(985) 626-5880

marianarrowsmith@bellsouth.

net

DISTRICT IV

District President:
Mrs. Dorothy W. Wilson
12341 Shireburk Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA70810
(225) 766-4463
dmwilson414@att.net

1st Vice-President
Membership Chair
Mrs. Peggy B. Aime
18717 Womack Rd.
Baton Rouge, LA 70817
(225) 753-0219
pegaime@bellsouth.net

2nd Vice-President
Program Chair

Mrs. Jevella Williamson
503 Lisa Dr.
Donaldsonville, LA 70346
(225) 921-7087
jwmson3610@bellsouth.net

Legislative Committee Chair
Mr. Arthur E. Lamm

10547 Ridgely Drive

Baton Rouge, LA 70809

(225) 923-2381

“One must have a desire to
become a leader, a willing-
ness to serve and the for-
titude to serve the people
in all situations,” District [V
Prgedsident Dorothy Wilson
said.



DISTRICT V

District President:

MIrs. Patricia S. Woods
392 Dry Bayou Rd.
Nashington, LA 70589
337) 351-1814
ratswoods@bellsouth.net

Ist Vice-President
Vlembership Chair
Js. Celina G. Richard
129 W. Bellevue St.
Jpelousas, LA 70570
337) 948-4587
elinarichard@att.net

'nd Vice-President
'rogram Chair

Ars. Alice D. Bodin
939 W, Main St.
eanerelte, LA 70544
337) 276-4254

egislative Committee Chair
1s. Patricia Sonnier

15 Butcher Switch Rd.
afayette, LA 70507

}37) 896-3368
asonnier815@gmail.com

A'leader must understand the scope of his or her responsiilities,” District VI
Jresident Wilda Chelette said. “Then an effect
attitude, be enthusiastic and be a mo

DISTRICT VI
s eI

District President:
Mrs. Wilda Chelette
2805 Wilson Dr.

Lake Charles, LA 70607

(337) 477-8846
jackandwilda@aol.com

1st Vice-President
Membership Chair
Mrs. Edith Keyes
2406 Bon Ton Dr.
Sulphur, LA 70664
(337) 540-2004
keysedith@yahoo.com

2nd Vice-President
Program Chair

Mrs. Ivy Mouton

3035 Gen. Pershing
Lake Charles, LA 70615
(337) 474-4772

ivypagemouton@aol.com

Legislative Committee Chair
Mrs. Mary Margaret David

2407 23rd St.

Lake Charles, LA 70601
(337) 480-3706
davidm4576@aol.com

vays gives praise and positive feedback.”

Ive leader must have a positive
_ fivator. He/she must be able to give clear
nstructions concerning what needs to be accomplished. A successful leader al-

District President:

Mr. Benjamin L. Sandifer
1001 Oak St.

Jonesville, LA71343

(318) 339-7196
benlsandifer@bellsouth.net

1st Vice-President
Membership Chair

Mr. Walter T. Rogers

550 Cocoville Rd.”
Mansura, LA 71350

(318) 253-7873
waltertrogers@bellsouth.net

2nd Vice-President
Program Chair

Mr. R. Raymond Boswell
1195 Lake Dr.
Woodworth, LA 71485
(318) 445-5156
r_boswell@att.net

Legislative Committee Chair
Mr. Benjamin Sandifer

1001 Oak St.

Jonesville, LA 71343

(318) 339-7196
benlsandifer@bellsouth.net

said.

www.Irta.net | 05
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DISTRICT VIl
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District President:

Mr. Raymond Powell

P. 0. Box 523
Mansfield, LA 71052
(318) 872-0302
raymondpowell@att.net

1st Vice-President
Membership Chair
Mrs. Lady Jane Patton
136 Lady Jane Dr.
Noble, LA 71462
(318) 645-9312

2nd Vice President
Program Chair

Mr. John E. Winston

705 Lake St.

Natchitoches, LA 71457
(318) 357-8031
sbrooks24@suddenlink.net

Legislative Committee Chair
Mr. Raymond Powell

P. 0. Box 523

Mansfield, LA 71052

(318) 872-0302
raymondpowell@att.net

‘Leadership may take many different
forms, but effective Ieadersg

everyone with an opportunity to present
his/her views toward a common goal,
District VIII President Raymond Powell

ip leaves
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DISTRICT IX

i |

District President:

Mr. Freddy L. Rivers

214 McCaa St.

Rayville, LA 71269

(318) 728-3049
rayvillekappa@yahoo.com

1st Vice-President
Membership Chair
Mrs. Allyn Jean Luckett
P. 0. Box 57

Wisner, LA71378

(318) 724-7356
allynluckett@yahoo.com

2nd Vice-President
Program Chair

Mrs. Dorothy Carradine
P. O. Box 1024
Tallulah, LA 71282
(318) 728-2523

Legislative Committee Chair
Mrs. Berteal Rogers

219 Chester Dr.

Tallulah, LA 71282

(318) 574-1209

berteald @bellsouth.net

DISTRICT X

tEmame e |

District President:

Mrs. Becky Solley

607 Northwood Dr.

West Monroe, LA 71291
(318) 397-2995
mommasolley3@yahoo.com

1st Vice-President
Membership Chair

Mrs. Kay Prince

421 Carriage Way
Ruston, LA 71270

(318) 202-5686
kayprince@suddenlink.net

2nd Vice-President
Program Chair

Mrs. Verdell W. Ventroy
917 Florence Williams Rd.
Farmerville, LA 71241
(318) 368-9722
vventroy@bellsouth.net

Legislative Committee Chair
Mrs. Kay Prince

421 Carriage Way

Ruston, LA 71270

(318) 202-5686
kayprince@suddenlink.net

DISTRICT Xl

District President:
Mrs. Jan Webb

1830 Venus Drive
Bossier City, LA71112
(318) 746-0672
janwebb@bellsouth.net

1st Vice-President
Membership Chair
Mrs. Deloris Porter
11770 Graham Rd.
Keithville, LA71047
(318) 925-0096
seiroled@aol.com

2nd Vice-President
Program Chair

Ms. Shannon Rahm
1914 Bonn St.
Bossier City, LA 71112
(318) 762-5757

Legislative Committee Chair
Mr. Jerry Paige

6154 Pebble Beach
Shreveport, LA71129

(318) 688-6315
asubrave@aol.com

“Our motto was ‘each one

bring one’,” Chelette said
in regards to their most
successful  membership
program. “At our executive
meeting, we made sure
each unit had a plan of ac-
tion. Some sent letters fo all
those retirees who retired
within the last five years,
others asked members to |
contact any refirees that
did not belong to LRTA. |
Envelopes were made avail- |
able to members to recruit |

members.”

new members or associate
i

“We are focusing on pro-
- gram variety thatis centered |

on participant engagement,” |

District X President Becky

Solley said. “I'm encourag-

ing each unit to embrace, |
employ, and enjoy the sug- |
gestions that were dissemi- |
nated from Mrs. Breland and |
her committee several years |
ago. We are establishing a

district-wide program com-

mittee hoping that the op-

portunity for communication

will provide encouragement

and ideas for more atten-

dance-generated programs

for each unit and district, *

“District Il has embraced Activism,” Alva Martin began, “believing it is the single most vital strategy for District Ill and LRTAas a
whole, by getting involved as individuals, being active, staying connected and informed. We respond to legislative issues that may
negatively affect us; contacting our state representatives and expressing/demonstrating our view on pending issues has been our |
most successful strategy for legislative action.”
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ADDITIONAL THOUGHTS FROM YOUR STATE AND DISTRICT LEADERS

Membership: Provide training and copies of a script and other pertinent information (letter to school
superintendents, reasons for joining LRTA, etc.) to disseminate in school faculty meetings.

Membership: Members are drawn to age appropriate programs and activities.

Membership: Eat and greet meetings result in the greatest percentage ya

of attendance.

Membership: The most successful membership program involved Fist / NEVER

Vice President Nancy Quigley presenting the 2016-2017 program on DOUBT

membership development. |
!/ THAT A SMALL }

Membership: Most effective way to draw new members is by personal

contact to attend unit and district meetings. | GROUPOF 4

hio: M ol X ’ | THOUGHTFUL, |
Membership: Most successful membership drive was the coming togeth-!
er of all units in the district to invite recent retirees to a social affair in one; CONCERNED |
central location, . CITIZENS CAN 1
Membership; Most successful membership program has been {0 adver-fi CHANGE THE ;‘

tise in several Ic;cal net\):vspapers of the upcoming memberspfip driveh, and. WORLD. INDEED |
inviting potential members who sign up to receive a free bu et lunch and '
{o receive pertinent life information from invited speakers. IT1S THE ONLY

Y . THING THAT |
Membership: Most successful positive program to draw in new member- _
ship involves providing good food and entertainment. EVER HAS. /
. MARGARET /
Legislative Action: Most successful strate?y for legislative action in- % MEAD
volved a training meeting of unit officers to learn to use the internet fo

reach members, as well as legislators. Attendees left the meeting feeling
mare confident concerning the use of the internet as means of communi-
cation.

Legislative Action: Offer training for unit members to become familiar with and utilize the Louisiana
State Legislature website to make themseives aware of introduced bills, follow the progress, listen to the
presentations in committee and to track progress throughout the session, as well as noting the votes of
the local legislators on issues that concern teacher retirement.

Legislative Action: Send e-mail blasts relevant to bils and votes, inciude contact information for legisia-
tors and include points of information for members to contact and share their concerns.

Legislative Action: Any time | receive notice from Rodney, | forward the information to each unit presi-
dent so that the membership can remain informed.
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Deceased Retired Teachers
June 13 through September 6, 2017

District |

Faye A. Andersan — New Orleans
Henry D. Coleman - New Orleans
Roland P. Constantin — New Orleans
Lois R. Dahiman - New Orleans
Bythelda M. Davis — New Orleans
Albertha M. Edwards - New Orleans
Katherine M. Gatio - New Orleans
Merilyn T. Heno — New Orleans
Constance Jordan ~ New Orlsans
Amelie L. LeBianc — New Orleans
Sandra C. Lewis — New Orleans
Mary Jeanne Manguno - New Orleans
Peter J. O'Malley — New Orleans
Joyce D. Reimoneng — New Orfeans
William R. Savage, Jr. -~ New Orleans
Patricia T. Walker — New Orleans

District Il

Irvin A. Adams - Larose

Marjorie E. Albert —~ Thibodaux
Betty J. Alexander — Luling
Kathleen S. Arntz - Metairie
Ashim K. Bhattacharyya - Metairie
Elizabeth |.. Blanchard — Houma
Jeanette T. Boudreaux — Houma
Charles A. Bradley — Harvey
Mary L. Cerise — Kenner

Marie Gisclair Cheramie — Cut Off
Ethe! R. Detiege - LaPlace
Joellen R, Dewey — Gretna
Jeanette C. Garrison — Larose
Glenn J, Gennaro — Metairie
Vernel G. Gomez — Marrero
Roberta Ann Growl — Luling
Barbara B. Hebert - Houma
Edward J. Hills — Avondale
Jacqueline W. LeBlanc - Marrero
Margie G. Mack — River Ridge
Armand Joseph Matherne, Jr. — Norco
Lorraine G. Naquin - Houma
Burgess B. Nixon — Metairie
Roxie Roniger - Metairie
Rosemary W. Ruello — Metairie
Rita Schexnaildre — Metairie
Mary R. Schnur — Metairie
Elizabeth R. Schwarz - Gretna
Lawrence Simmons ~ Avondale
Robert Simmons — Napoleonville
Herberf Smith — Edgard

Raymond R. St, Pierre — Marrero
Mary R. Sullivan — Terrytown
Elva J. Templeton — Metairie
Judy M. Toups — Metairie

Sue T. Toups — Thibodaux

Anne B. Trahan — Houma

Jane F. Uzee - Grelna

Elaine A. Valenti - Harahan
Bonnie L. Waguespack — Marrero
Daisy Wallace — Larose

Ronald A. Welsh — Gretna

Dana White-Dixson - Gretna
Carolyn R. Zeringue ~ Westwego

District lli

Alma L. Alexander — Watker
Brenda K. Arceneaux — Denham Springs
Gladys B. Blount - Greensburg
Denise B. Coujon - Slidell
isaac Frank Creel — Franklinton
Merlin Duke ~ Bogalusa

Eunice Z. Eliiott — Mt. Hermon
Barbara A. Errington ~ Slidell
Doris B. Flanagan — Hammond
Jeremiah A, McKenna - Slidell
Alvia Richmond — Bogalusa
Johnnie Rogers — Hammond
Dorothy A. Ross — Fluker
Bobbie J. Smith — Slidell

Maxie S. Thompson — Walker
Don C. Townsend — Walker

District IV

Lou Bertha E. Belezaire — Zachary
Nicholas E. Benedelto ~ Baton Rouge
3. B. Bennelt - Baton Rouge
Elizabeth T. Caldwell - Baton Rouge
Jannie Lee Campbetll — St. Francisville
Pauline Cassel ~ Baton Rouge

Peggy P. Chalaron — Baton Rouge
Walter O. Craig, Jr. — Prairieville
Ansel L. Creary ~ Baton Rouge
Barbara Lee Davis — Baton Rouge
Una R. Dugas - Maringouin

Gloria J. Duncan ~ Zachary

Juanita P. Edwards — Baton Rouge
Stuart Gilmore - Baton Rouge

Elmer T. Glover, Sr. — Baton Rouge
John B. Gremillion — Baton Rouge
Kim M. Hausey — Baton Rouge

Joyce B. Hebert - Plaquentine

Kathieen K. Hebert — Prairieville
Willie B. B. Howard — Baton Rouge
John M. Jolissaint, Jr. - Baton Rouge
John A. Knighten — Baton Rouge
Virginia M. LeBeau - Baton Rouge
Harrielt O, Mack — Baton Rouge
Janet W. McKnight ~ Baton Rouge
Don D. Moore - Baton Rouge

Cheryl L. Naul - Baton Rouge
James S. Olinde - Jarreau

Lillie Grace Olinde - Baton Rouge
Melissa B. Parrino — Baton Rouge
Lemar W. Proctor — Baton Rouge
Mary R. Richard - Baton Rouge

Bob G. Roberts - Baton Rouge
Willie Mae Rogers — Baton Rouge
Ruth A. Sandlin - Zachary

Vernon Schexnaydre ~ Geismar
Terresa S. Serio — Baton Rouge
Marie Louise Q. Sims - Baton Rouge
Mary M. Stevens - Zachary

Larry R. Thomas — Baker

Dorothy C. Thompson — Baton Reuge
Louvenia F, Watkins —~ New Roads
Yvonne S. Watls — Baton Rouge
Fannie P. Weston — Baton Rouge
Burdette White — Baton Rouge

District V

Patsy E. Bazile ~ Opelousas
Alvin Blanchard — Arnaudville
Beverly V. Burnham - Ville Platte
Allen Calcote — Lafayette
Wanda A. Clark — Youngsville
Mona O. Clay — Lafayette
Carolyn Cummings - Franklin
Joseph Deamer, Jr. — Lafayette
Lois D. Dejean - Opelousas
May D. Deville — Opelousas
Grace V. Dore ~ New lberia
Louise A. Duke ~ Lafayette
Betly J. Guillotte ~ New Iberia
Herbert C. Hebert — New Iberia
Ethefine Hills — Abbeville

Leofa T. Jackson — Opelousas
Flo L. Johnson — Lafayette
Cecile C. Joseph - Opelousas
Vivian M. Langley - Lafayette
Robert H. Melancon - Youngsville
Helen M. Mouton — Lafayette
Joyce P. Myers — New |beria




E BETTER BY THEIR PRESENCE”

Joseph E. Nabors — Opelousas
Gloria Pillette ~ Erath

Sarah O. Rose — Franklin
Beverly Ann Rubin — Opelousas
lcy Mae Sebastien — Port Barre
Patricia A, Smith — Eunice

Ruby Mae S. Smith — New lberia
Douglas M. Stewart — Sunset
Excelt Terrell — Lafayette

Eldes J. Touchet — Abbeville
Devons P. Vincent — Kaplan
Gait B. Wadsworth — Lafaystte
Marian M. Wagner — Youngsville
Aimee Williams — New Iberia
Martin Wiltz, Jr. — St. Martinville

District VI

Eula Mae Babineaux - Lake Charles
Gladys Babovec - Elton

Judy E. Benoit - Lake Charles
Johnny C. Beroit — Kinder

Brenda T. Bias — Lake Charles
Bonita F. Blair - Lake Charles
Maggie Bryan — Sulphur

Evelyn H. Chandler - Lake Charles
Titus D. Creel — DeQuincy

Kerry Durr - Lake Charles

Betty L. Elliott — DeRidder

Mary K. Figaro - Rayne

Levergne M. Fogleman — Lake Charles

Phyilis £. Hale - Longville
Marguerite Hall — Sulphur

Marleen G. Hebert - Duson

Betty M. Jordan — Lake Charles
James McClure - Lake Charles

Iva H. Melancon ~ Sulphur

Dean E. Miller — Lake Charles
Patsy D. Milter — Lake Charles
Diane D. Morris — DeRidder
Rebecea S, Nichols ~ DeRidder
Lucy G. Qakley - Lake Charles
Frances Yvetie Olivier - Church Point
Elizabeth Rosemore — Lake Chatles
S. T. Self - DeRidder

Jean Selph — Sulphur

Brenda J. Sims - Lake Charles
Dorothy S. Smith — Lake Arthur
Linda E. Spears — Dry Creek

Ruth M. Spell - Crowley

District VH
Robert D. Allen - Tioga
Delores Bordine — Grant

Raymond J. Brasseaux — Alexandria
Dorothy A. Brechtel - Alexandria
Margie Byrd — Alexandria

Percy R, Chandler — Alexandria
Mary A. Clark ~ Colfax

Connie D. Ducote — Mansura
Mabel Fruge — Alexandria

Alva Lee Horton — Pitkin

Mary Jeane - Slagle

Beverly F. Lemocine — Bunkie
Lucy M. Lindsay — Pineville
John D. Lows —~ Alexandria
Peggy A. Meyers — Harrisonburg
Mary W. Young — Alexandria

District VIl

Helen R. Audirsch — Winnfield
Ronald M. Brazzell - Winnfield
Chartes C. Dyess - Marthaville
Warren L. Founds - Many

Vicki K. Gahagan — Naichitoches
Rebecca J. Gamer — Goldonna
Helen B. Johnson — Mansfield
Altort L. Lofton — Natchitoches
Gloria J. Patterson - Pelican
Anne Perrett — Logansport

Melvin H. Stevens ~ Natchitoches
Marcella G. Walter — Natchitoches
Blanche D. Wester - Provencal
Shirtey K. White -~ Winnfield

District 1X

Ruby J. Armstrong - Rayville
Bobby Blount - Winnsboro
Ozzie May - Delhi

Chelsea F. Moore — Winnsboro
Dozie Witliams - Tallulah

District X

Bobeife Banks ~ Ruston

James W. Brent - Bastrop
Annie M. Brown — Grambling
Ruby Jean Davenport - Bastrop
Charlene B. Dunn - West Monroe
Joan L. Gleason — Homer

Mary J. Gray — Haynesville
Chaliie B. Griggs — Monroe

O. L. Harper - Bastrop

Norma S. Harris — Keithville
Louise D. M. Holmes - Monroe
Helen B, Huckieberry — Monroe
Robert Jefferson ~ Monroe

Joy L. Lowe - Ruston
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Clifford L. Madsen - West Monroe
Maureen Y. Plunkett — Choudrant
Curlis Richardson -~ Grayson

Lula D. Smith — Bastrop

Mary P. Tharpe — West Monroe
Claudia N. White — West Monroe

District X1

Luta S. Banks ~ Shreveport
Jeanette B. Brown — Shreveport
Betly Jo Burkett — Bossier City
Betty B. Burnham — Springhill
Dorothy G. Campbell — Minden
Margaret L. Carmouche ~ Shreveport
Margaret H. Causey — Shreveport
Linda S. Cline — Haughton
William E. Crowley - Bossier City
Jesse Dennis, Jr. — Bossier City
Irma J. Douglas — Shreveport
Mary W. Golden - Shreveport
Celia T. Jones — Shreveport
Barbara J. Kirkendoll — Bossier City
Billie C. McCasland ~ Shreveport
Huey McCoy — Shreveport

Sylvia D. McKinney — Benton
Lillian Mothershed - Shreveport
Jewell M. Murray — Bossier City
Mae P. Perdue — Shreveport
Helen T. Pietsch ~ Ringgold
Barbara G. Renfro — Shreveport
Joseph C. Sanders — Bossier City
Jereida M. Savell - Minden
Charlotte C. Smith — Bossier City
Kay S. Stahl - Minden

Mark Strickling — Shreveport
Betty B. Thomas - Shreveport
Erlene B. Ward — Springhilt
Ernest L. Wiliiams — Shreveport
Louise R. Wilson — Shreveport
Mary L. Young - Ringgold

Out of State

Loretta D. Adams — Missouri City, TX
Shirley K. Akers — Chesterfield, MO
Jessica E. Bagby - Birmingham, AL
Mary R. Ballard — Baytown, TX

Jane F. Bonin - Sewanee, TN
Drucilla C. Bradley — Taliahassee, FL
Jean M. Brazelton — Brooklyn, NY
Dina G. Bumgarner — Nashville, TN
Susan L. Bush - Arlington, VA

Christine W. Caldwell - N. Little Rock, AR
Contintied pg. 10
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Linda H. Cargile — Big Canoe, GA
Betty W. Colar — Miami, FL

Colleen M. Connolly — Kinston, NC
Walter Dailey — Carriere, MS

Louise Dennis — Natchez, MS
Theresa O. Duet - Emory, TX
Sandra Esclovon — Houston, TX
Leonard |. Goldman — Boise, ID
Jeanne Green - Arlington, TX

H. Harold Harris = Nacogdoches, TX
Helene Q. Hartmann — Atlanta, GA
James C. Haskew, Jr. — Mobile, AL
Geraldine S. Hedges - Cypress, TX
Charlotte S. Hill - Pascagoula, MS
Lillian G. Hindle — Kingswood, TX
William Houston, Jr. — Atlanta, GA
Zeonia J. Hubbert — Minneapolis, MN
Eleanor A. Kelley — Birmingham, AL

Leadership in Action

Eunice Rachel C. Lane - Buda, TX
Sharon L. Lyons - Pearsall, TX
Deborah E. Mart - Waveland, MS
Sara K. McClelland - Henderson, TX
J. Willemina Minster — Rockdale, TX
Seyed Ali Mirbod - Stevenson Ranch, CA
Catherine A. Mitchell - Jackson, MS
Herrise Morrison — Oviendo, FL

Billie Jean Mosley - Port Gibson, MS
Para Lee Nunley — Houston, TX
Grover P. Perkins, Sr. — Killeen, TX
Hazel P. Phillips — Marshall, TX
Merle F. Pierce — Crossett, AR

Larry Reeves — Lompoc, CA

Alton J. Russell - Dallas, TX

Ardece H. Sanders — Maud, TX

Joel Selbin - Boulder, CO

Wanna F. Shirer — Los Angeles, CA

Stephen Elwood Slade - UK

Carolyn M. Slade — Houston, TX
Darline J. Smith — Collierville, TN

Mary L. Summers — Brookhaven, MS
Queen E. Thomas — Cedarhill, TX
Cheryl A. Thompson — Houston, TX
Mary Bess S. Todd — Grapevine, TX
Gloria Jean Turner — Rowlett, TX
Elizabeth Whidbee — Diamondhead, MS
Bobby Wiggins — Houston, TX

Earline C. Williams — Jamaica Plain, MA
Jacquelyn W. Williams — Denton, TX
Lenita G, Williams - Texarkana, TX
Mary P. Williams — Mesquite, TX

Lillie M. Yates — Searcy, AR

Deborah E. Young - Aloha, OR




2017 FALL MEETING TO TAKE PLACE AT LANDMARK BEST WESTERN
PLUS HOTEL IN METAIRIE

The LRTA Fall Meeting will be held at the Landmark Best Western Hotel i'n Metairie on Octo-
ber 23-25. Special hotel room rates have been negotiated with the hotel for LRTA attendees,
as follows:

$99.99 plus tax per night for standard King or double without breakfast

$109.99 plus tax per night for standard King or double with breakfast for two

$129.99 plus tax per night for King or double queen suite without breakfast

$139.99 plus tax per night for King or double queen suite with breakfast for two

All rooms have mini-refrigerator and microwave. All suites have full kitchen, separate bed-
room and pull-out sofa in living room. Check-in time is 3:00 p.m., and check-out is 11:00 a.m.

Cut-off date for this special rate is October 9. To reserve a hotel room, call Landmark Hotel
directly at (504) 888-9500, and ask for Group Code LRTA 2017.

Use the form on page 12 of this newsletter to register for attendance at the Fall Meeting.
Please note: On-site registration is available, but attendance at the evening banquet function
on Tuesday, October 24 is by pre-reservation only. Pre-registration will ensure that upon ar-
rival you will receive a packet containing your name tag and other meeting materials. Register
today.

In addition to an update from TRSL Director Maureen Westgard, the Fall Meeting program will
feature presentations from Secretary of State Tom Schedler and inspirational speaker Merlyna
Valentine. A new feature this year will be breakout training sessions on the topics of Leader-
ship, Membership, Program and Legislation. These breakout sessions are designed to give
support and resources to leaders at the local and district levels, as well as opportunities for
discussion and brainstorming with leaders throughout the state. Please plan to attend one of
these informative sessions!

Check the LRTA website (www.Irta.net) and LRTA Facebook page for updates on the Fall
Meeting program.

We hope to see you there!

Beginning with the 2018 membership year, dues will in-
crease to:
Active Members $30 annually
Associate Members $12 annually
New Lifetime Members $600 one-time payment
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LRTA
Executive
Board

PRESIDENT
Bertha H. Breland
rupbert@belisouth.net

INMMEDIATE PAST
PRESIDENT
Dr. Lonnle E. Dunn
ldmd82@aol.com

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Nancy L. Quigley
thequig20@aol.com

SECOND VICE
PRESIDENT
Janis M. Hernandez
janisherandez@hotmail.com

DISTRICT | PRESIDENT
Maria Sly George
theomari@belisouth.net

DISTRICT Il PRESIDENT
Belh Plaisance
Plaisancee@belisouth.net

DISTRICT Ill PRESIDENT
Alva J. Martin
alvamars@belisouth.net

DISTRICT IV PRESIDENT
Dorothy W. Wilson
dmwilsond 14@att.net

DISTRICT V PRESIDENT
Patricia S. Woods
patswoods@belisouth.net

DISTRICT VI PRESIDENT
Wilda P. Chelette
jackandwilda@aol.com

DISTRICT VIl PRESIDENT
Benjamin L. Sandifer
benlsandifer@bellsouth.net

DISTRICT VIIl PRESIDENT
Raymond Powell
raymondpowell@att.net

DISTRICT IX PRESIDENT
Freddy L. Rivers
rayvillekappa@yahoo.com

DISTRICT X PRESIDENT
Becky 8. Solley
mommasolley3@yahoo.com

DISTRICT XI PRESIDENT
Jan Webb
janwebb@bel'south.net

TRSL Board of Trustees
Dr. Jerry J. Baudin
jerryjbaudin@cox.net

Dr. James A. Taylor, Sr.
edleaders@bellsouth.net

Group Benefits Policy & Plan-
ning Board

AARP State President
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2017 FALL MEETING PRE-REGISTRATION / MEAL RESERVATION FORM

Please use this form to pre-register for the 2017 Fall Meeting in order to expedite registration in Metairie. To
make a reservation for the convention banquet on Tuesday, October 24, indicate in the space provided and send
a check for the appropriate amount. Each person pre-registering and/or reserving a meal ticket should return a

separate form in order to receive a registration packet. Guests may also use the form in order to obtain a registra-
tion packet (photocopies accepted).

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone: ) Email:

__Attendance only, no fee

__ Number of tickets for Tuesday night banquet ($35 per person)= $
(Chicken Parmesan)

Total Enclosed = §

Note: Pre-registration/meal reservations must be received in the LRTA office by October 13. Registration will be
available at the meeting; however, meal function tickets are sold by pre-reservation only. No meal reservations
will be taken by phone. NO REFUNDS AFTER OCTOBER 18. Mail forms and checks to LRTA, 9412 Common
St., Suite 5, Baton Rouge, LA 70809




