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A Message from Our Executive Director
By: Rodney R. Watson
Though the state continues with phases of reopening, formost of
ourmembers, we continue to operate in phase 0. For people who
are over 65 and/or have pre-existing health conditions, it is critical
that we maintain social distancing (staying six feet away from
others), wear masks if in public, wash our hands frequently and
stay home until we havemedications and a vaccine to protect us.
For the health and safety of our staff and members, LRTA has
adopted a plan that allows staff to work primarily from home and
partially in the office. When more than one staff member is
required in the office to conduct essential business, we practice
social distancing and wear masks. We also complete a check-in
and check-out process, record our temperatures and verify
sanitizing our workspace when entering and exiting the office.



02 Vol. 48, No. 2 Fall 2020 Virtual Activism

A MESSAGE FROMOUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

A MESSAGE FROMOUR
LRTA PRESIDENT

I don’t know about you, but I’ve
never been one to accept
change easily. I have even fought
against it at times. Things just
seem to go smoother when we
do things “the way we’ve always
done it.” However, this pandemic
has taught us (nomatter our age)
we have to learn to change. We
had to change our daily routines,
our activities, our schedules, our
means of communication and
our behaviors. It has been quite
overwhelming, hasn’t it? The
other day, I was reading and saw
this: “Embrace change, even
when the change slaps you in
the face.” I literally laughed out
loud at that! Boy, does that
describe us. As I am writing this
article, Hurricane Laura is
battering our state. My thoughts
are with those of you who will
experience even more
disruption to your lives.

When the quarantine began, we
all thought it would last only a
fewweeks. I made a list of things
I wanted to do around the house
that I just had not found the time
to do. As I scratched off the
items and the list grew shorter, I
realized that I should no longer
be just trying to fill the time. I
need to enjoy my life as it is. I
have been doing jigsaw and
crossword puzzles and sewing

masks for family, friends and
hospitals. And, of course,
planning LRTA activities with our
staff and Executive Committee
has kept me busy.

Our main focus next year will be
strengthening our relationship
with the legislature. Every year,
our biggest concern is legislators
will try to change or harm our
retirement system. Therefore,
our membership and program
goals are to inform our members
and engage them in our
grassroots advocacy actions.

LRTA will continue to educate
and update members so they
can effectively contact their
legislators when the need arises.
We wil l also encourage our
Districts to hold meetings (when
it is safe to do so) with legislators
annually, so members have
additional opportunities to meet
and form relationships with their
legislators.

And, we want to activate and
engage our local Units. Since
local Units are autonomous from
LRTA, the Units can cover more
local ground (politically). Local
Units have the ability to recruit
retirees or individuals who
understand our issues to run for
office. The Units can also work
for them, endorse them, and
then hold them accountable.
Let’s encourage our colleagues
who understand our issues to
hold political seats and make a
huge impact!

Thanks to the LRTA staff, the
Executive Committee has
maintained contact and made
important decisions regarding
everyday functions as well as
long-term planning. There is
nothing like meeting in person,
and I know we all enjoy seeing

old friends and making new
ones. However, in these difficult
times, it is good to know we can
still “meet” through virtual
meetings (There’s that “change”
thing again).

We hoped to meet with our
Executive Board in person this
fall, but, after much discussion,
the Executive Committee
decided unanimously to
conduct the meeting virtually.
The primary consideration was
the health and safety of our staff
and members. We also
encouraged the Districts tomeet
virtually. However, due to
Hurricane Laura, the Executive
Committee allowed Districts to
cancel or postpone their
meetings to a later date.

We will, therefore, meet virtually
on October 28 at 9:30 a.m. to
conduct necessary business. The
Budget Committee and the
Audit Committee will also do the
same, so we can continue to run
the organization effectively.
Believe me, we CANNOT WAIT
until we can meet in person
again!

Until then, be safe!

Janis M. Hernandez
LRTA President

(cont. from cover)
Thanks to the AARP We Care
Grant, we updated our technology
presence at the LRTA office with a
smart television screen, webcam
and increased internet speed. The
upgrades will allow us to continue
to conduct meetings virtually and
expand our services to our
members.
The LRTA Executive, Budget and
Audit Committees have met and
will continue to meet using Zoom.
The requisite committees have
addressed all necessary business
to date. Althoughwewill notmeet
in person this fall, the LRTA
Executive Board will meet
virtually on October 28 at 9:30
a.m. Staff will facilitate the
meeting from the office while the
board will attend remotely. All
board members wil l receive
essential documents prior to the
meeting to address items central
to the operation of our
organization. This meeting is open
and available for our membership
to view. Details are included on

the back of this newsletter and on
the LRTA website. Virtual
meetings certainly do not replace
our face-to-face gatherings, but it
does allow us to operate for the
time being.
Unfortunately, many of our
Virtual Fall District Meetings were
canceled or postponed due to
Hurricane Laura. Our thoughts are
with everyone who is impacted by
the storm, and we will get through
this together.
Though we cannot meet in
person, we want to keep our
member s engaged in ou r
advocacy efforts. Some legislators
will plan new legislation aimed at
amending or changing the current
Defined Benefit plan next session,
so it is essential that we continue
activism as an organization, even
when quarantined. You might ask,
“What can I do from home as a
member?” In the past, I would
provide you with resources and
training when attending local
Unit, District, and State Meetings.
Now, you can access the same
resources and training online from
home!
I refer to this as “Virtual” Activism.
You can continue to be an activist
and contribute to the collective
group effort, even if we are not
having face-to-face meetings.
Earlier this summer, we mailed
every active member an appeal to
join our Email Club. If you have
not already done so, please join at
www. l r ta .net . Emai l C lub
member s rece i ve t ime ly

notifications and updates on
potential legislation that affects
our retirement plan and other
resources that help you as a virtual
activist. We also included steps to
access our advocacy materials
and other resources on the LRTA
website on pages 4 and 5 in this
newsletter.
Along with expanding our online
presence and services, LRTA is
also planning and developing a
new program, “Becoming a Virtual
Activist.” This program will use a
series of emails, social media
posts and videos to educate our
members on how to use our
advocacy tools. Stay tuned for
details!
You are an important member of
our organization. Please take the
time to familiarize yourself with
our resources and prepare in
advance of the 2021 Regular
Legislative Session. Your efforts as
an individual will collectively echo
a powerful message to our state
legislature. Even during trying
times, we must guard the
constitutional protections of our
retirees and maintain our current
Defined Benefit plan.
Stay home and stay safe until we
can meet again. Together, we are
strong!

Rodney R. Watson
LRTA Executive Director

The Louisiana Retired Teachers Association cares and is thinking of those impacted by Hurricane Laura. Our members
have created a strong organization with an even stronger support system for retired teachers across the state of
Louisiana. You are a part of the niche community of retired teachers who have an ever-lasting bond with one another.
Louisiana will do what it does best: regroup and rebuild. We are resilient people, and we will get through this together.
LRTA is here for you.
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A MESSAGE FROMOUR
LRTA PRESIDENT

I don’t know about you, but I’ve
never been one to accept
change easily. I have even fought
against it at times. Things just
seem to go smoother when we
do things “the way we’ve always
done it.” However, this pandemic
has taught us (nomatter our age)
we have to learn to change. We
had to change our daily routines,
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overwhelming, hasn’t it? The
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when the change slaps you in
the face.” I literally laughed out
loud at that! Boy, does that
describe us. As I am writing this
article, Hurricane Laura is
battering our state. My thoughts
are with those of you who will
experience even more
disruption to your lives.

When the quarantine began, we
all thought it would last only a
fewweeks. I made a list of things
I wanted to do around the house
that I just had not found the time
to do. As I scratched off the
items and the list grew shorter, I
realized that I should no longer
be just trying to fill the time. I
need to enjoy my life as it is. I
have been doing jigsaw and
crossword puzzles and sewing

masks for family, friends and
hospitals. And, of course,
planning LRTA activities with our
staff and Executive Committee
has kept me busy.

Our main focus next year will be
strengthening our relationship
with the legislature. Every year,
our biggest concern is legislators
will try to change or harm our
retirement system. Therefore,
our membership and program
goals are to inform our members
and engage them in our
grassroots advocacy actions.

LRTA will continue to educate
and update members so they
can effectively contact their
legislators when the need arises.
We wil l also encourage our
Districts to hold meetings (when
it is safe to do so) with legislators
annually, so members have
additional opportunities to meet
and form relationships with their
legislators.

And, we want to activate and
engage our local Units. Since
local Units are autonomous from
LRTA, the Units can cover more
local ground (politically). Local
Units have the ability to recruit
retirees or individuals who
understand our issues to run for
office. The Units can also work
for them, endorse them, and
then hold them accountable.
Let’s encourage our colleagues
who understand our issues to
hold political seats and make a
huge impact!

Thanks to the LRTA staff, the
Executive Committee has
maintained contact and made
important decisions regarding
everyday functions as well as
long-term planning. There is
nothing like meeting in person,
and I know we all enjoy seeing

old friends and making new
ones. However, in these difficult
times, it is good to know we can
still “meet” through virtual
meetings (There’s that “change”
thing again).

We hoped to meet with our
Executive Board in person this
fall, but, after much discussion,
the Executive Committee
decided unanimously to
conduct the meeting virtually.
The primary consideration was
the health and safety of our staff
and members. We also
encouraged the Districts tomeet
virtually. However, due to
Hurricane Laura, the Executive
Committee allowed Districts to
cancel or postpone their
meetings to a later date.

We will, therefore, meet virtually
on October 28 at 9:30 a.m. to
conduct necessary business. The
Budget Committee and the
Audit Committee will also do the
same, so we can continue to run
the organization effectively.
Believe me, we CANNOT WAIT
until we can meet in person
again!

Until then, be safe!

Janis M. Hernandez
LRTA President

(cont. from cover)
Thanks to the AARP We Care
Grant, we updated our technology
presence at the LRTA office with a
smart television screen, webcam
and increased internet speed. The
upgrades will allow us to continue
to conduct meetings virtually and
expand our services to our
members.
The LRTA Executive, Budget and
Audit Committees have met and
will continue to meet using Zoom.
The requisite committees have
addressed all necessary business
to date. Althoughwewill notmeet
in person this fall, the LRTA
Executive Board will meet
virtually on October 28 at 9:30
a.m. Staff will facilitate the
meeting from the office while the
board will attend remotely. All
board members wil l receive
essential documents prior to the
meeting to address items central
to the operation of our
organization. This meeting is open
and available for our membership
to view. Details are included on

the back of this newsletter and on
the LRTA website. Virtual
meetings certainly do not replace
our face-to-face gatherings, but it
does allow us to operate for the
time being.
Unfortunately, many of our
Virtual Fall District Meetings were
canceled or postponed due to
Hurricane Laura. Our thoughts are
with everyone who is impacted by
the storm, and we will get through
this together.
Though we cannot meet in
person, we want to keep our
member s engaged in ou r
advocacy efforts. Some legislators
will plan new legislation aimed at
amending or changing the current
Defined Benefit plan next session,
so it is essential that we continue
activism as an organization, even
when quarantined. You might ask,
“What can I do from home as a
member?” In the past, I would
provide you with resources and
training when attending local
Unit, District, and State Meetings.
Now, you can access the same
resources and training online from
home!
I refer to this as “Virtual” Activism.
You can continue to be an activist
and contribute to the collective
group effort, even if we are not
having face-to-face meetings.
Earlier this summer, we mailed
every active member an appeal to
join our Email Club. If you have
not already done so, please join at
www. l r ta .net . Emai l C lub
member s rece i ve t ime ly

notifications and updates on
potential legislation that affects
our retirement plan and other
resources that help you as a virtual
activist. We also included steps to
access our advocacy materials
and other resources on the LRTA
website on pages 4 and 5 in this
newsletter.
Along with expanding our online
presence and services, LRTA is
also planning and developing a
new program, “Becoming a Virtual
Activist.” This program will use a
series of emails, social media
posts and videos to educate our
members on how to use our
advocacy tools. Stay tuned for
details!
You are an important member of
our organization. Please take the
time to familiarize yourself with
our resources and prepare in
advance of the 2021 Regular
Legislative Session. Your efforts as
an individual will collectively echo
a powerful message to our state
legislature. Even during trying
times, we must guard the
constitutional protections of our
retirees and maintain our current
Defined Benefit plan.
Stay home and stay safe until we
can meet again. Together, we are
strong!

Rodney R. Watson
LRTA Executive Director

Executive Committee Meeting on
August 11, 2020.

The Louisiana Retired Teachers Association cares and is thinking of those impacted by Hurricane Laura. Our members
have created a strong organization with an even stronger support system for retired teachers across the state of
Louisiana. You are a part of the niche community of retired teachers who have an ever-lasting bond with one another.
Louisiana will do what it does best: regroup and rebuild. We are resilient people, and we will get through this together.
LRTA is here for you.
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As easy as 1... 2... 3!

LRTA has developed tools for its membership that will come in
handy as we become virtual activists. Check out some of the new tools

below and see page 5 for steps on how to get there. Also, make sure to
check out other resources LRTA has available for its members like articles
and research.

Three easy steps for using the new LRTA online resources:

How-To’s
Check out our step-by-
step guides to writing
emails and letters to
your legislators. We
have digital versions ready
to download and print on
our website, lrta.net/
onlineresources.

Talking Points
Get the facts
about pensions
and retirement to
guide your conversations
with legislators and the
community. Find the digital
downloads at lrta.net/
onlineresources.

Articles and Research
Critics of public pensions are already using the economic crisis as a result
of the COVID-19 pandemic to spread misinformation about public pensions
and retirement systems. Get ahead of the game, and start gathering the facts! The
National Public Pension Coalition (NPCC) released a brief that addresses and
debunks some of the misinformation circulating among public pension
opponents like:

The coronavirus-induced recession will cause unmitigated harm to public
pensions, threatening their ability to offer benefits. In their brief, the NPPC
addressed and debunked the article that sparked this claim. The NPPC also
explains why the ratio of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the economy
compared to pension debt is critical to examine. As long as this is a stable ratio,
pensions should be able to continue paying out benefits during the recession and
beyond.

LRTA has articles like this and more on our website. Read the NPPC’s brief and
other articles on lrta.net/articles.

Advocacy Resources For You!
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As easy as 1... 2... 3!

Online Resources: The previous LRTA Links webpage is now
the LRTA Online Resources webpage! Here you will find the
latest LRTA videos, online advocacy materials and links from the
original LRTA Links page.

1. Go to www.lrta.net
2. Hover over the “Member Resources” tab
3. Click on “Online Resources”

Three easy steps for using the new LRTA online resources:

Advocacy Center: All of the great resources from the LRTA &
the Louisiana Legislature and SSA pages in one convenient
location!

1. Go to www.lrta.net
2. Hover over the “Member Resources” tab
3. Click on “Advocacy Center”

Articles and Research: Catch up on the latest articles and
research.

1. Go to www.lrta.net
2. Hover over the “Member Resources” tab
3. Click on “Articles and Research”

LRTA District and State Meetings: Register for District and
State Meetings here!

1. Go to www.lrta.net
2. Hover over the “Member Resources” tab
3. Click on “LRTA District and State Meetings”

Member Forms and Applications: Find the downloadable
membership forms and online applications on the Membership
Forms webpage (previously the Membership webpage).

1. Go to www.lrta.net
2. Hover over the “Member Resources” tab
3. Click on “Membership Forms”
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MEET THE LRTA DISTRICT PRESIDENTS!

Theodore George, District I President
Represents: Orleans, Plaquemines and St. Bernard
Parishes
Email: theomari@bellsouth.net

Jerilyn Williams, District II President
Represents: Assumption, Jefferson, Lafourche,
St. James, St. John the Baptist, St. Charles, and
Terrebonne Parishes
Email: msjerrywms2010@gmail.com

Alva Martin, District III President
Represents: Livingston, St Helena, St. Tammany,
Tangipahoa and Washington parishes
Email: alvamars@bellsouth.net

3

Celina Richard, District V President
Represents: Evangeline, Iberia, Lafayette, St. Landry,
St. Martin, St. Mary and Vermilion parishes
Email: celina.grichard@yahoo.com

5

21

Jevella Williamson, District IV President
Represents: Ascension, East Baton Rouge, East
Feliciana, Iberville, Pointe Coupee, West Baton
Rouge and West Feliciana parishes
Email: jwmson3610@bellsouth.net

4

Ivy Mouton, District VI President
Represents: Acadia, Allen, Beauregard,
Calcasieu, Cameron and Jefferson Davis
parishes
Email: ivypagemouton@aol.com

6

7

Freddy Rivers, District IX President
Represents: East Carroll, Franklin, Madison, Richland,
Tensas and West Carroll parishes
Email: rayvillekappa@yahoo.com

9

Jerry Paige, District XI President
Represents: Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, Claiborne
and Webster parishes
Email: asubrave@aol.com
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LRTA would like to extend our thanks to our
District Presidents and their officers for
their service during these extraordinary
times. Thank you Past District Presidents
Peggy Aime (District IV) andWilda Chelette
(District VI) for continuing to serve and
represent your respective districts.

THANK YOU!

Jerilyn Williams, District II President
Represents: Assumption, Jefferson, Lafourche,
St. James, St. John the Baptist, St. Charles, and
Terrebonne Parishes
Email: msjerrywms2010@gmail.com

Jevella Williamson, District IV President
Represents: Ascension, East Baton Rouge, East
Feliciana, Iberville, Pointe Coupee, West Baton
Rouge and West Feliciana parishes
Email: jwmson3610@bellsouth.net

Ivy Mouton, District VI President
Represents: Acadia, Allen, Beauregard,
Calcasieu, Cameron and Jefferson Davis
parishes
Email: ivypagemouton@aol.com

Walter Rogers, District VII President
Represents: Avoyelles, Catahoula, Concordia,
Grant, LaSalle, Rapides and Vernon parishes
Email: pajoe1899@gmail.com

Genevieve Gordon, District VIII President
Represents: DeSoto, Natchitoches, Red
River, Sabine and Winn parishes
Email: alandgen1945@gmail.com

7

Freddy Rivers, District IX President
Represents: East Carroll, Franklin, Madison, Richland,
Tensas and West Carroll parishes
Email: rayvillekappa@yahoo.com

9

Jerry Paige, District XI President
Represents: Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, Claiborne
and Webster parishes
Email: asubrave@aol.com

David Gullatt, District X President
Represents: Caldwell, Jackson, Lincoln,
Morehouse, Ouachita and Union parishes
Email: gullattd2@yahoo.com

10
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When life gives you lemons, you make lemonade. Teachers, active
and retired, truly understand the importance of being innovative
problem-solvers (especially during extraordinary times). When life
presented Joycelyn Harvey with a new set of obstacles, she utilized
her skillset as a teacher to turn a negative into a positive.

Joyce was in her 20th year of teaching at McDonogh 35 College
Prepatory High School when she began to lose her eyesight. She
was diagnosed with retinitis (RT) and her prognosis was less than
optimistic. All while facing her own battles, Joyce focused her
attention on her students and providing them with the
opportunities to be successful.

Joyce spent the majority of her career teaching high
school in New Orleans. During her tenure, she became
curious about the decline of the “Career Day” program.
She approached her principal about reviving “Career
Day” and ended up taking the lead on the program. She

reached out to alumni of the high school who still worked
and lived in New Orleans to invite them to speak. Joyce

needed about 50 speakers to fill the program. Little did she know,
the handful of alumni she contacted began contacting other alumni
and telling them about the program revival. Joyce greeted nearly 151
speakers on “Career Day.” The majority of speakers came in from
out of state. Joyce coordinated the “Career Day” program for six
years. The number of speakers grew each year. Joyce successfully
revived a program that provided students with many opportunities
while silently coping with losing her eyesight.

Joyce is now legally blind, but she embraces and lives an
independent life. She received help frommany people who
showed her how to use the different apps, including
Eyenote, Be My Eyes and Seeing AI (all free on the App
Store). Joyce has an iPhone full of apps that helps her to
navigate everyday life. Joyce does preface that she has
only used an iPhone and is unsure of how these apps may
function on an Android phone or other devices. However,
these apps allow Joyce to live her life independently. Joyce
was willing to try something and embrace technology so she could
continue to do the things she enjoyed doing and needed to do.

Joyce had a new breadth of knowledge, and she did not want to
keep the knowledge to herself. Joyce recognized an opportunity to
use her teaching skills to help those with low-vision or blindness
learn new life skills. She conducted her first workshop in September
2018 at her church and quickly had to search for a larger venue.

The workshops were put on hold due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
but Joyce is eager to continue to share the skills she has with people
in need. Despite the obstacles she faced in life (including relocating
after Hurricane Katrina), Joyce took everything in stride. Joyce, like
many retired teachers, found ways to help her community. And,
when Joyce needed it the most, her community helped her.

ACTIVISM AND RETIRED TEACHERS GO TOGETHER
CLYDE HAMNER, LRTA SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT AND LEGISLATIVE CHAIR

Sadly, in so many aspects of society, older people are largely invisible as
activists. The media typically favors pictures of millennials and Gen Z for
its stories on marches and protests. However, in reality, plenty of
protesters are in their 60s, 70s, 80s, and beyond.
Such is the story of Maddie, a retired guidance counselor who did more
than her share in getting a school property tax renewed for Terrebonne
Parish. She is in her 80s and voted absentee via mail for health reasons.
When Election Day rolled around, she made sure her children voted and
sent textmessages to the contacts in her iPhone to remind them to vote.
This sounds like a small thing, but the impact she made was huge.
Then, there were retirees like Lanny, Sammy, John, and Lilly whose ages
range from late 70s to early 90s. These activists made a point to call
family and friends just to say, “I voted today, did you?” Not to mention
Lynn, Bill, Karen and Pauline who spent hours stuffing letters in
envelopes that reminded retirees they are a powerful voting bloc and

encouraged them to use that power to vote for their issue. Because of their activism, 25 percent of retirees in
Terrebonne Parish early voted and most (if not all) of the remaining voted on Election Day. Their “small”
actions made a huge impact.
Efforts of LRTAmembers like these exist all over the state.We often don’t imagine retirees as politically active
when, in fact, activism and LRTA go together. In retirement, people have more time to engage. They are no
longer constrained on their political activities and can take a stance without fear of retribution. Political
pundits tell me that for every retired teacher that votes, they bring an average of three to five additional
voters to the polls in support of their issue or candidate.
It is important that our members make sure the legislators, the governor and our congressmen support
education and retirement. I encourage Districts and local Units to be aggressively active in grassroots efforts.
Keep your members updated on the issues we face. Plan and organize your meetings around training your
members on what to do when called to action. Form relationships with your legislators by inviting them to
your meetings. Do what you do best; teach them to support the needs of both retired and active teachers.

District and local Units can reach out to me for help in organizing events and activities. When the legislature
reconvenes, we must be ready to make sure our legislators support LRTA’s Legislative Priorities. See below
for more information about these priorities. As a voting bloc, it is essential that we assert ourselves.

We have the people; we have the power, now let’s get busy on the politics.

What are the LRTA Legislative Priorities?
Every year, LRTA adopts a list of priorities to use as we consider which positions to take on pre-filed/
filed legislation for the upcoming legislative session. Those priorities include:

• Oppose legislation that would alter the defined benefit structure of TRSL
• Oppose constitutional conventions that could remove the Louisiana Constitution’s protections for

education and retirement
• Support legislation for Permanent Benefit Increases (PBIs)
• Support adequate funding of the MFP, which includes funding for retirement and health insurance

benefits
• Support repealing the Government Pension Offset (GPO) and the Windfall Elimination Provisions

(WEP) of Social Security
For the full list of LRTA Legislative Priorities, visit www.lrta.net/advocacycenter.
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Executive Board

President
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Past President
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Second Vice-President
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Member Story: Joyce Harvey

When life gives you lemons, you make lemonade. Teachers, active
and retired, truly understand the importance of being innovative
problem-solvers (especially during extraordinary times). When life
presented Joycelyn Harvey with a new set of obstacles, she utilized
her skillset as a teacher to turn a negative into a positive.

Joyce was in her 20th year of teaching at McDonogh 35 College
Prepatory High School when she began to lose her eyesight. She
was diagnosed with retinitis (RT) and her prognosis was less than
optimistic. All while facing her own battles, Joyce focused her
attention on her students and providing them with the
opportunities to be successful.

Joyce spent the majority of her career teaching high
school in New Orleans. During her tenure, she became
curious about the decline of the “Career Day” program.
She approached her principal about reviving “Career
Day” and ended up taking the lead on the program. She

reached out to alumni of the high school who still worked
and lived in New Orleans to invite them to speak. Joyce

needed about 50 speakers to fill the program. Little did she know,
the handful of alumni she contacted began contacting other alumni
and telling them about the program revival. Joyce greeted nearly 151
speakers on “Career Day.” The majority of speakers came in from
out of state. Joyce coordinated the “Career Day” program for six
years. The number of speakers grew each year. Joyce successfully
revived a program that provided students with many opportunities
while silently coping with losing her eyesight.

Joyce is now legally blind, but she embraces and lives an
independent life. She received help frommany people who
showed her how to use the different apps, including
Eyenote, Be My Eyes and Seeing AI (all free on the App
Store). Joyce has an iPhone full of apps that helps her to
navigate everyday life. Joyce does preface that she has
only used an iPhone and is unsure of how these apps may
function on an Android phone or other devices. However,
these apps allow Joyce to live her life independently. Joyce
was willing to try something and embrace technology so she could
continue to do the things she enjoyed doing and needed to do.

Joyce had a new breadth of knowledge, and she did not want to
keep the knowledge to herself. Joyce recognized an opportunity to
use her teaching skills to help those with low-vision or blindness
learn new life skills. She conducted her first workshop in September
2018 at her church and quickly had to search for a larger venue.

The workshops were put on hold due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
but Joyce is eager to continue to share the skills she has with people
in need. Despite the obstacles she faced in life (including relocating
after Hurricane Katrina), Joyce took everything in stride. Joyce, like
many retired teachers, found ways to help her community. And,
when Joyce needed it the most, her community helped her.

ACTIVISM AND RETIRED TEACHERS GO TOGETHER
CLYDE HAMNER, LRTA SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT AND LEGISLATIVE CHAIR

Sadly, in so many aspects of society, older people are largely invisible as
activists. The media typically favors pictures of millennials and Gen Z for
its stories on marches and protests. However, in reality, plenty of
protesters are in their 60s, 70s, 80s, and beyond.
Such is the story of Maddie, a retired guidance counselor who did more
than her share in getting a school property tax renewed for Terrebonne
Parish. She is in her 80s and voted absentee via mail for health reasons.
When Election Day rolled around, she made sure her children voted and
sent textmessages to the contacts in her iPhone to remind them to vote.
This sounds like a small thing, but the impact she made was huge.
Then, there were retirees like Lanny, Sammy, John, and Lilly whose ages
range from late 70s to early 90s. These activists made a point to call
family and friends just to say, “I voted today, did you?” Not to mention
Lynn, Bill, Karen and Pauline who spent hours stuffing letters in
envelopes that reminded retirees they are a powerful voting bloc and

encouraged them to use that power to vote for their issue. Because of their activism, 25 percent of retirees in
Terrebonne Parish early voted and most (if not all) of the remaining voted on Election Day. Their “small”
actions made a huge impact.
Efforts of LRTAmembers like these exist all over the state.We often don’t imagine retirees as politically active
when, in fact, activism and LRTA go together. In retirement, people have more time to engage. They are no
longer constrained on their political activities and can take a stance without fear of retribution. Political
pundits tell me that for every retired teacher that votes, they bring an average of three to five additional
voters to the polls in support of their issue or candidate.
It is important that our members make sure the legislators, the governor and our congressmen support
education and retirement. I encourage Districts and local Units to be aggressively active in grassroots efforts.
Keep your members updated on the issues we face. Plan and organize your meetings around training your
members on what to do when called to action. Form relationships with your legislators by inviting them to
your meetings. Do what you do best; teach them to support the needs of both retired and active teachers.

District and local Units can reach out to me for help in organizing events and activities. When the legislature
reconvenes, we must be ready to make sure our legislators support LRTA’s Legislative Priorities. See below
for more information about these priorities. As a voting bloc, it is essential that we assert ourselves.

We have the people; we have the power, now let’s get busy on the politics.

If you are in the Alexandria area and are interested in a workshop
from Joyce, please contact her at (318) 427-8097 or
joyceharvey@bellsouth.net.
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District I
Marietta E. Adams - New Orleans
Rai K. Arnona - New Orleans
Jeanne C. Augustine - New Orleans
Clyde E. Butler - New Orleans
Aromenta Evans - New Orleans
William Poole Gistand - New
Orleans
Iris Gladney - New Orleans
Lakeisha M. Hall - New Orleans
Cynthia W. Hobbs - New Orleans
Doris Isidore - Davant
Stephen Johnson III - New Orleans
Janette B. Karl - New Orleans
Doris F. Lepine - Belle Chasse
Lee C. Maloney - New Orleans
Cynthia O. Mathis - New Orleans
Joycelyn R. McCaskill - New Orleans
Emmett M. Michel Jr. - New Orleans
Barbara Normand - New Orleans
Joseph Robinson - New Orleans
Jenelle L. Schuler - St. Bernard
Mary A. St. Martin - New Orleans
Linda M. Stelly - New Orleans
Ronald W. Taylor - New Orleans
Betty T. Williams - New Orleans
Helen A. Winder - New Orleans

District II
Rae Rita C. Acosta - Napoleonville
Rita M. Angelette - Lockport
Audrey P. Babin - Houma
Aleitha G. Bardell - Reserve
Bessie Bates - Metairie
Marie L. D. Batiste - Vacherie
Janet M. Bonvillain - Luling
J. Herman Brasseaux - Metairie
Betty C. Brewer - Harvey
Odile V. Brignac - Lutcher
Kathryn C. Bushard - Westwego
Ogreta C. Colly - Luling
Charles Divincenti Jr.- Metairie
Robert George - Houma
Barbara Giarratano - Kenner
NormaW. Granier - LaPlace
Angela M. Hammerli - Thibodaux
Raymond L. Hinchee - Houma
Rosalind Johnson - Harvey
Albert Joseph Jr. - Hahnville
Claire Kleinschmidt - Metairie
Dalton P. Landry - Thibodaux
Cynthia H. Lawrence - Reserve
Audralle Lewis - Vacherie
Lorraine D. Marquer - Marrero
Jessy Martin - Thibodaux
Charmaine H. Matthews - Metairie
Betty W. McMahon - Metairie
Carrie M. Mitchell - LaPlace
Cynthia Moran - LaPlace
Greta Morvant - Gretna
Charles B. Nero - Metairie
Sue K. Pertuis - Houma
Joy B. Roques - Kenner
Mary Sawyer-Williams - Marrero
Carolyn Schneider - Terrytown
Mary L. Shannon-Fuerst - Metairie
Marjorie D. Smith - Gretna
Carolyn W. Starita - Metairie
Catherine J. Theriot - Terrytown
Dorothy L. B. Thompson - Marrero
Noel J. Toups - Thibodaux
Easter J. Troullier - Westwego
Milton L. Vavasseur - Metairie
Evelyn Waguespack - Napoleonville

Lucille W. Walker - Metairie
Dianne Wallace - Reserve
Don N. Wattigny - Harvey
Roy L. Watts - River Ridge
Louise R. Williams - Houma
Ella B. Wilson - Metairie
William A. Wolf - Bourg
Marie L. Young - Metairie

District III
Leza S. Addison - Ponchatoula
Frances H. Adkins - Covington
Edgar L. Anthony - Loranger
Larry M. Baudino - Mandeville
Cecilia P. Bono - Covington
Garry Burris - Franklinton
Mary M. Burris - Franklinton
Marian G. Crocker - Mandeville
Keith F. Dampier - Slidell
James E. Delaune - Denham
Springs
Georgia Donald - Hammond
Rita M. Ducamus - Covington
Terresa M. Ellis - Walker
Julius P. Fekete - Tickfaw
Edison F. Foreman - Holden
Liesa S. Gillis - Greensburg
Troy GInn - Franklinton
Gwendolyn L. Gregg - Mandeville
Cherlyn R. G. Guidry
Wilda J. Harper - Pearl River
Ruth P. Harrison - Slidell
Sonia F. Henry - Ponchatoula
Elaine A. Hoover - Ponchatoula
Carolyn Ibert - Denham Springs
Mary L. Ingraffia - Loranger
Cecil C. Johnson - Slidell
Dorothy A. Kanada - Livingston
Normel Keller - Bogalusa
Marilyn A. Kelly - Slidell
Carol J. Landry - Folsom
Lue V. Matthews - Greensburg
Wallace B. Matthews - Greensburg
Katherine McMorris - Denham
Springs
Juanita McNamara - Covington
Betty F. Meador - Hammond
Janice C. Molina - Ponchatoula
Robert T. Nethken - Slidell
Arthur Perkins - Denham Springs
Ola Mae Porter - Hammond
Bobbie R. Quave - Springfield
Barbara B. Rome - Covington
Patricia G. Shaver - Slidell
Macksee C. Stacia - Kentwood
Norman J. Stafford - Franklinton
Richard E. Tanner - Bush
Gene A. Tarzetti - Tickfaw
Rita R. Taylor - Folsom
Mazina A. Thomas - Slidell
Myra W. Trimble - Folsom
Evata G. Warner - Hammond
Norma J. Weary - Covington
Eleanor D. Wells - Hammond
Rosemary M. Wilson -
Independence
Lenette K. Zulli - Mandeville

District IV
Ellen W. Acklen - Baton Rouge
Inez Anderson - Baton Rouge
Irene D. Anderson - Baton Rouge
Myrtle B. Anderson - Baton Rouge
Estella S. Banks - Baton Rouge

Lenore E. Banks - Baton Rouge
Mildred C. Burgess - Baton Rouge
Virginia W. Cameron - Gonzales
Steve A. Campo - Baton Rouge
Gladys K. Carney - Baton Rouge
Marilyn H. Catchings - Baton
Rouge
Gerald W. Cayer - Zachary
Gwen M. Chiles - Baton Rouge
Naomia R. Clark - Baton Rouge
Susan M. Corkern - Baton Rouge
Celedonio Corzo - Baton Rouge
Janiece S. Cox - Baton Rouge
Wilma R. Cushenberry - Carville
Kenneth Davis Jr. - Prairieville
Rosalynne Dennis - Gonzales
Thelma S. Durr - Gonzales
Glynn J. Fontenot - Baton Rouge
Sherwood M. Gagliano - Baton
Rouge
Russell J. Gremillion - Baton Rouge
Katie M. Harris - Plaquemine
Shirley Haynes - Baker
Leatrice Hogan - Zachary
Ben Holshouser - Baton Rouge
Louella Hunsinger - Baton Rouge
Jessie H. Jackson - Baker
Betty J. Johnson - Port Allen
Barbara S. Kavanaugh - Baton
Rouge
Frances D. Kemper - St. Amant
Robert J. Koch - Baton Rouge
Judy D. Koonce - Baton Rouge
Marie Ladmirault - New Roads
Elouise J. Lane - Baton Rouge
Shirley Leggett - Jackson
Sue J. Lewis - Baton Rouge
Meredith H. Lieux - Baton Rouge
Gertrude W. Magill - Baton Rouge
Jeanie C. Martinez - White Castle
Nell W. Meriwether - Baton Rouge
Willie A. R. Miles - Baton Rouge
Barbara Mills - Baton Rouge
Leonard C. Moore - Baton Rouge
Myrtle M. Moran - Baton Rouge
Elnora H. Northern - Baton Rouge
June O. Pearce - Baton Rouge
Ella S. Pitts - Zachary
Harry R. Rivault - Brusly
Roy D. Roberts - Baton Rouge
Iraj Shadravan - Baton Rouge
Stephanie C. Simoneaux - Baton
Rouge
Danny S. Stewart - Baton Rouge
Sharon S. Storey - Baton Rouge
Louis J. Thibodeaux - Baton Rouge
Genevieve A. Thomas - Baton
Rouge
Harriet C. Tillman - Plaquemine
Gussie A. Trahan - Baton Rouge
Elizabeth K. Walker - Baton Rouge
Bertha B. Warren - Gonzales
Eleanor E. Webb - Baton Rouge
Rose K. White - Baton Rouge
Willie Mae S. Williams - Baton
Rouge
E. Allen Young - Prairieville

District V
Wilbert Alexander - Breaux Bridge
Irma Andrus - Basile
Terry B. Ardoin - Pine Prairie
Carol G. Bayham - Youngsville
Barbara J. Bishop - Lafayette

Phyllis A. Breaux - New Iberia
Ralph L. Briscoe - St. Martinville
Thomas J. Broussard - Abbeville
Willie A. Broussard - Maurice
Georgia B. Caballero - Lafayette
John W. Carbaugh - Kaplan
Sylvia M. Castillo - St. Martinville
Sylvia G. Causey - Ville Platte
Mary B. Clay - Jeanerette
Floretta F. Deshotels - Eunice
Juanna M. Devillier - Breaux Bridge
Lena C. Dore - New Iberia
Richard A. Dronet - Lafayette
Rocky S. Duplichan - Lafayette
Kendal J. Faulk - Scott
Alena F. Fontenot - Ville Platte
Ervin Fontenot - Opelousas
Marie L. Fox - Lafayette
Rudolph S. Gaines - Lafayette
Adrienne M. Gibson - Opelousas
Isabel M. Gilcrease - Lafayette
Clara Girouard - Lafayette
Rita T. Guarino - Abbeville
Barbara G. Guidry - Breaux Bridge
Carol A. Guidry - Opelousas
Lorena E. Guilbeau - Grand Coteau
Dorothy M. Hackney - Berwick
Donald A. J. Hardy - Arnaudville
Rose Hersey - Lafayette
Catherine Janes - Carencro
Fay W. Jefferson - New Iberia
Ann C. Justice - Lafayette
Eula M. Lastrapes - Opelousas
Albert Lavergne - Basile
Leona L. LeBlanc - Scott
Lois C. Lee - Washington
Cathrina J. Manuel - Pine Prairie
Simeon Marcotte - Lafayette
Doris G. Martinez - Lafayette
Terry J. McDaniel - Mamou
Mary M. Molaison - Youngsville
Leanne M. Mouton - Lafayette
Elzina B. Politte - New Iberia
Janice W. Pratt - Lafayette
Yvonne M. Primeaux - Scott
Carolyn R. Rentrop - Lafayette
Carol A. Romero - New Iberia
Rebecca F. Theriot - New Iberia
Odell Trahan - St. Martinville
Alfred Tregle - Morgan City
Alton J. Wiltz - St. Martinville

District VI
Ronald G. Ackal - Broussard
Lenore H. Airhart - Lake Charles
Charles E. Benckenstein - Sulphur
Delmar D. Bentley - Lake Charles
Lynda S. Boudreaux - Crowley
Bernerd Breland - Lake Charles
Eula M. Bruette - Lake Charles
Jackie Coby - DeRidder
Maxine W. Cooper - Crowley
Carol Ann Dowers - DeQuincy
Sharon M. Duhon - Jennings
Rufus E. Goins - DeRidder
Audrey Granger - Sulphur
Charlene P. Gray - Crowley
Mildred C. Guidry - Lake Charles
Linda S. Hair - Lake Charles
Ila C. Harrington - Lake Charles
Agnes Hebert - Lake Charles
Rebecca Hudson - Lake Arthur
Cheryl H. Hutchins - Lake Charles
Mary Lue Jones - Lake Charles

Judie C. Kohler - Iowa
William F. Matthews - Lake Charles
Edward McKinley - Lake Charles
Catherine E. Mills - Sulphur
Daniel Mouton - Lake Charles
Patricia B. Owens - Sulphur
Otis D. Oxley - Sulphur
Lawrence Primeaux - Bell City
Susan M. Robinson - Lake Charles
Laverne C. Roe - Elizabeth
Joseph D. Simon - Rayne
Dewey O. Smith - DeRidder
Shannon Suarez - Sulphur
Vicky Jill Thibodeaux - Longville
Lena L. Tizeno - Lake Charles

District VII
Laura Jo Barone - Cheneyville
Paula J. Basco - Pineville
Nelda B. Belvin - Alexandria
Burnett F. Bordelon - Alexandria
Cupid Brew Jr. - Colfax
Ashley B. Brown - Woodworth
Marilyn L. Campbell - Monterey
Jo Nell Chaffin - Pineville
Charnia Cheatwood - Alexandria
Myrlene F. Colton - Evans
Mary Linda Cook - Woodworth
Beverly M. Couvillion - Bunkie
Vyrtis P. Cox - Pineville
Daniel A. Creel - Enterprise
Willie W. Davis - Alexandria
Joan C. Dousay - Pineville
Joyce E. Dowden - Slagle
Betty C. Dryden - Pollock
Omega W. Dunlap - Effie
John Eubanks - Pineville
Candy J. Fletcher - Colfax
Jerry Lee Guillory - Alexandria
Elizabeth L. Heitman - Mansura
Libby F. Henry - Elmer
Isabelle R. Hilburn - Pineville
June P. Johnson - Pollock
Nettie Lacour - Colfax
Lillian F. Littleton - Leesville
Nicholas Magnano - Pineville
Mary Lee J. Massey - Pollock
Wanda C. Maxwell - Dry Prong
David W. McConnell - Alexandria
Carmen C. McNabb - Bunkie
John C. Miller - Forest Hill
Emily F. Needham - Pineville
Barbara C. Odom - Deville
Gwendolyn C. Patton - Alexandria
Albert L. Perrine - Ball
Elaine L. Quinn - Ball
Betty A. Reed - Alexandria
Katie R. S. Smith - Alexandria
John W. Torbert - Pineville
Dean Trotti - Hornbeck
Francis R. Walding - Alexandria
Henry J. Walker - Pollock
Alvin J. Wallace - Alexandria
Betty M. Wells - Alexandria
Kathy T. Wooley - Pineville

District VIII
Joan H. Hendrix - Mansfield
Ivory J. Hooper - Pelican
Gene R. Jones - Natchitoches
Faye K. McLeod - Natchitoches
Joann Pearce - Zwolle
Alice M. Rachal - Campti
Leland C. Scoggis - Provencal
Bernard Shadoin - Converse

District IX
Huey E. Allen - Kilbourne
Joyce Arledge - Lake Providence
Cedonia Bland - Lake Providence
Mae T. Carter - Delhi
Wanda G. Cooper - Winnsboro
Clara A. Gakins - Lake Providence
Dorothy R. Russell - Rayville
Melba B. Sullivan - Delhi
J. T. Tims - Winnsboro
Audrey Truax - Egan
David E. Tschabold - Lake
Providence

District X
Jackie G. Adams - Grambling
BIlly Ray Adger - West Monroe
Parker H. Albritton - Choudrant
Virginia M. Allen - Marion
Addie Lois Baugh - Calhoun
Willie C. Bissic - Simsboro
Lucille H. Bly - Grambling
Melba M Bradford - Monroe
Cora P. Brown - Ruston
Harriet Brown - West Monroe
Frances P. Burford - Ruston
Jacquelyn Carston - West Monroe
John Causey - Ruston
Birdex Copeland Jr. - Grambling
Artha T. Cyrus - Monroe
Robert R. Earle - Farmerville
Irma W. Elam - West Monroe
Thyra J. Ford - Monroe
Ellen W. Gardner - Monroe
Elsie C. Harrell - Monroe
Joan J. Harwood - Downsville
Barbara A. Hawthorne - Ruston
Dorothy Head - West Monroe
Luther M. Human - Farmerville
Milton M. Jackson - Bastrop
Myrtle F. Johnson - Monroe
Doris Joseph - Monroe
Philip R. Keifenheim - West Monroe
Claudine C. Kennedy - Jonesboro
Charles A. Killgore - Ruston
Rhodell Montgomery - Bernice
Martha Pierce - Grambling
Glen R. Robinson - Jonesboro
George J. Schneider - Ruston
Roy W. Schubert - Simsboro
Inetta B. Smith - Monroe
Grace L. Snowberger - West
Monroe
Bernadine Ware Staten - Monroe
Sybil R. Thornhill - Collinston
Dan M. Trimble - Monroe
Hazel M. Turner - Ruston
Sandy H. Walker - Monroe
Jack W. White - West Monroe
James L. White - Ruston
Barbara S. Willbanks - West
Monroe
Kenneth G. Williams - West Monroe
Olive A. Willis - Bernice
Magdalean W. Young - West
Monroe
Willie Lull Young - Grambling
Don Zimmerman - Monroe

District XI
Joe Adger - Shreveport
Calvin M. Adkins - Haughton
Martell Anderson - Shreveport
Marie A. Barber - Shreveport
Willie M. Bolding - Shreveport
Margie Bowen - Shreveport
Lillie J. Bradford - Shreveport

Rubenstene S. Brown - Shreveport
Billy J. Burns - Bossier City
Ernest K. Clifton - Shreveport
Lucille J. Cooper - Shreveport
Mary R. Florence - Shreveport
Alice B. Green - Haynesville
Stella R. Griffin - Shreveport
Bernita F. Guillory - Shreveport
Macura Hamilton - Shreveport
Bobbie J. Heard - Haughton
Betty S. Holliday - Minden
Jimmye K. Holmes - Shreveport
Herosie B. Jackson - Shreveport
James W. Johnson - Shreveport
Melvyn A. Jones - Shreveport
Louise B. Lewis - Lisbon
James E. Marsalis - Athens
Linda P. McClung - Shreveport
C. R. McPherson Jr. - Bossier City
Joan C. Melancon - Shreveport
Leon Mills - Minden
Robert E. Mowry - Bossier City
Rebecca L. Nohse - Shreveport
Louise B. Pickens - Homer
Ezabella C. Pouncy - Keithville
Teri Lynn Pruitt - Shreveport
Marilyn L. Rogers - Shreveport
Annette Scarborough - Bossier City
Ann Dale Smith - Bossier City
Geneva Smith - Benton
Sallie G. Smith - Shreveport
Shirley St. John - Haughton
Vancell Stovall - Shreveport
Eloise W. Thomas - Bossier City
Billie Sue Toms - Bossier City
Elizabeth Witt - Haughton
Catherine S. Woodard - Bossier City
Jackie H. Yarbrough - Minden
Amy B. Younger - Shreveport
John C. Zenter Sr. - Haughton

Out of State
James A. Albright - Friendship, ME
Kathryn F. Allen - Colorado Springs,
CO
Philomene W. Andrews -
Beaumont, TX
Edna R. L. Bailey - Joaquin, TX
Bernard Beaco - Reno, NV
Joyce C. Bellizan - Stockbridge, GA
Sharon M. Benoit - Deer Park, TX
Pamela E. Blakesley - Hattiesburg,
MS
Patricia Bockmiller - Cary, NC
Rita F. Bolgiano - Waskom, TX
Linda M. Bordelon - Shelbyville, TX
Brythel H. Brantly - Jackson, MS
Nellie S. Brantly - Jackson, MS
Havylen H. Bridgers - Mobile, AL
Marvis Y. Brown - Arlington, TX
Muriel C. Carnahan - Larkspur, CO
Dorothy N. Chisholm - El Dorado,
AR
Zell L. Coleman - Reeds Spring, MO
Masil R. Comeaux - Hood River, OR
Linda F. Cropco - Stone Wall, OK
Patti S. Dawson - New Braunfels,
TX
Russell Dew - Hughes Springs, TX
Helga Encke Dohse, West
Germany
Norma J. Duell - Cypress, TX
Mamie L. Feffie - Houston, TX
Mary W. Fillette - Pinola, MS
Lloyd Funchess Jr. - Mocksville, NC
Hallie C. Glynn - Cypress, TX
Robert E. Hamburg - Kyle, TX

Ruth R. Handy - Brentwood, TN
Barbara A. Harrell - Las Vegas, NM
Donald Hayes - Lewisburg, TN
Clare C. Herrick - Lufkin, TX
Judy W. Holmes - N. Richland Hills,
TX
Frances K. Jackson - Urbandale, IA
Dorothy M. Jacobs - Stockton, CA
Margie W. Jenson - Spring, TX
Laverne P. Knotts - New Braunfels,
TX
Kenneth F. Kuzenski - Santa Rosa
Beach, FL
Marlene R. Lafaye - Picayune, MS
Dallas S. Lankford - Santa Teresa,
NM
Ruby Letterlough - Houston, TX
Mary Louise Lockley - Houston, TX
Ernest H. Martin - Van Alstyne, TX
Wanda T. McConnell - Blue Ridge,
TX
Mary T. Melson - Rogers, AR
Elida Mesa - Newberry, FL
Brenda Mims - Missouri City, TX
Patricia M. Mire - Katy, TX
Clyde H. Moore - Lakewood, CO
Katie Ruth S. Moore - Natchez, MS
Robert Peiser - Harlingen, TX
Jacqueline M. Pizzano - Picayune,
MS
Theodore R. Portis - Crossett, AR
Edna M. Pouncy - Houston, TX
Yvonne H. Rankins - Reynoldsburg,
OH
Imogene Renshaw - Hodgenville,
KY
William Riggs - Decatur, GA
Thomas J. Rogers - Silver Creek, MS
William G. Ross - Houston, TX
James Q. Salter - Stuarts Draft, VA
Bhemunipadu S. Samuel - Silver
Springs, MD
Scharmal K. Schrock - Manhattan,
KS
Rosaline G. Singleton - Highland
Village, TX
Diane Skelton - Griffin, GA
Ruthy W. Stull - Milwaukee, WI
Dorothy L. Sutton - Houston, TX
Ida M. Thierry - Lithonia, GA
Bessie M. Thomas - Bryan, TX
Arthur Thompson - Beaumont, TX
Ada Mae B. Tolar - Ocean Springs,
MS
Jewel B. Tullier - Ann Arbor, MI
Ferne S. Turner - St. Maries, ID
Dorothy D. Verrett - Vernon Hills, IL
Harry E. Viener - Collingswood, NJ
Charles E. Viers - Tulsa, OK
Leroy Wafer - Grand Prairie, TX
Barbara L. Wascom - Newport
News, VA
Jean F. Washington - Armonk, NY
Beverly Jean Whitten - Forest, VA
Marilyn F. Williams - Nashville, TN
Michael V. Williams - Longview,
TX
Georjean Woods - Rialto, CA
Phyllis M. Woods - Ocean
Springs, MS
Noelle L. Wright - San Diego, CA
Evelyn W. Young - Diamondhead,
MS
Harriet T. Young - Alpharetta, GA

Deceased Retired Teachers
June 1 -August 31, 2020
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“...THESE IMMORTAL DEAD WHO LIVE AGAIN IN MINDS MADE BETTER BY THEIR
PRESENCE”

District I
Marietta E. Adams - New Orleans
Rai K. Arnona - New Orleans
Jeanne C. Augustine - New Orleans
Clyde E. Butler - New Orleans
Aromenta Evans - New Orleans
William Poole Gistand - New
Orleans
Iris Gladney - New Orleans
Lakeisha M. Hall - New Orleans
Cynthia W. Hobbs - New Orleans
Doris Isidore - Davant
Stephen Johnson III - New Orleans
Janette B. Karl - New Orleans
Doris F. Lepine - Belle Chasse
Lee C. Maloney - New Orleans
Cynthia O. Mathis - New Orleans
Joycelyn R. McCaskill - New Orleans
Emmett M. Michel Jr. - New Orleans
Barbara Normand - New Orleans
Joseph Robinson - New Orleans
Jenelle L. Schuler - St. Bernard
Mary A. St. Martin - New Orleans
Linda M. Stelly - New Orleans
Ronald W. Taylor - New Orleans
Betty T. Williams - New Orleans
Helen A. Winder - New Orleans

District II
Rae Rita C. Acosta - Napoleonville
Rita M. Angelette - Lockport
Audrey P. Babin - Houma
Aleitha G. Bardell - Reserve
Bessie Bates - Metairie
Marie L. D. Batiste - Vacherie
Janet M. Bonvillain - Luling
J. Herman Brasseaux - Metairie
Betty C. Brewer - Harvey
Odile V. Brignac - Lutcher
Kathryn C. Bushard - Westwego
Ogreta C. Colly - Luling
Charles Divincenti Jr.- Metairie
Robert George - Houma
Barbara Giarratano - Kenner
NormaW. Granier - LaPlace
Angela M. Hammerli - Thibodaux
Raymond L. Hinchee - Houma
Rosalind Johnson - Harvey
Albert Joseph Jr. - Hahnville
Claire Kleinschmidt - Metairie
Dalton P. Landry - Thibodaux
Cynthia H. Lawrence - Reserve
Audralle Lewis - Vacherie
Lorraine D. Marquer - Marrero
Jessy Martin - Thibodaux
Charmaine H. Matthews - Metairie
Betty W. McMahon - Metairie
Carrie M. Mitchell - LaPlace
Cynthia Moran - LaPlace
Greta Morvant - Gretna
Charles B. Nero - Metairie
Sue K. Pertuis - Houma
Joy B. Roques - Kenner
Mary Sawyer-Williams - Marrero
Carolyn Schneider - Terrytown
Mary L. Shannon-Fuerst - Metairie
Marjorie D. Smith - Gretna
Carolyn W. Starita - Metairie
Catherine J. Theriot - Terrytown
Dorothy L. B. Thompson - Marrero
Noel J. Toups - Thibodaux
Easter J. Troullier - Westwego
Milton L. Vavasseur - Metairie
Evelyn Waguespack - Napoleonville

Lucille W. Walker - Metairie
Dianne Wallace - Reserve
Don N. Wattigny - Harvey
Roy L. Watts - River Ridge
Louise R. Williams - Houma
Ella B. Wilson - Metairie
William A. Wolf - Bourg
Marie L. Young - Metairie

District III
Leza S. Addison - Ponchatoula
Frances H. Adkins - Covington
Edgar L. Anthony - Loranger
Larry M. Baudino - Mandeville
Cecilia P. Bono - Covington
Garry Burris - Franklinton
Mary M. Burris - Franklinton
Marian G. Crocker - Mandeville
Keith F. Dampier - Slidell
James E. Delaune - Denham
Springs
Georgia Donald - Hammond
Rita M. Ducamus - Covington
Terresa M. Ellis - Walker
Julius P. Fekete - Tickfaw
Edison F. Foreman - Holden
Liesa S. Gillis - Greensburg
Troy GInn - Franklinton
Gwendolyn L. Gregg - Mandeville
Cherlyn R. G. Guidry
Wilda J. Harper - Pearl River
Ruth P. Harrison - Slidell
Sonia F. Henry - Ponchatoula
Elaine A. Hoover - Ponchatoula
Carolyn Ibert - Denham Springs
Mary L. Ingraffia - Loranger
Cecil C. Johnson - Slidell
Dorothy A. Kanada - Livingston
Normel Keller - Bogalusa
Marilyn A. Kelly - Slidell
Carol J. Landry - Folsom
Lue V. Matthews - Greensburg
Wallace B. Matthews - Greensburg
Katherine McMorris - Denham
Springs
Juanita McNamara - Covington
Betty F. Meador - Hammond
Janice C. Molina - Ponchatoula
Robert T. Nethken - Slidell
Arthur Perkins - Denham Springs
Ola Mae Porter - Hammond
Bobbie R. Quave - Springfield
Barbara B. Rome - Covington
Patricia G. Shaver - Slidell
Macksee C. Stacia - Kentwood
Norman J. Stafford - Franklinton
Richard E. Tanner - Bush
Gene A. Tarzetti - Tickfaw
Rita R. Taylor - Folsom
Mazina A. Thomas - Slidell
Myra W. Trimble - Folsom
Evata G. Warner - Hammond
Norma J. Weary - Covington
Eleanor D. Wells - Hammond
Rosemary M. Wilson -
Independence
Lenette K. Zulli - Mandeville

District IV
Ellen W. Acklen - Baton Rouge
Inez Anderson - Baton Rouge
Irene D. Anderson - Baton Rouge
Myrtle B. Anderson - Baton Rouge
Estella S. Banks - Baton Rouge

Lenore E. Banks - Baton Rouge
Mildred C. Burgess - Baton Rouge
Virginia W. Cameron - Gonzales
Steve A. Campo - Baton Rouge
Gladys K. Carney - Baton Rouge
Marilyn H. Catchings - Baton
Rouge
Gerald W. Cayer - Zachary
Gwen M. Chiles - Baton Rouge
Naomia R. Clark - Baton Rouge
Susan M. Corkern - Baton Rouge
Celedonio Corzo - Baton Rouge
Janiece S. Cox - Baton Rouge
Wilma R. Cushenberry - Carville
Kenneth Davis Jr. - Prairieville
Rosalynne Dennis - Gonzales
Thelma S. Durr - Gonzales
Glynn J. Fontenot - Baton Rouge
Sherwood M. Gagliano - Baton
Rouge
Russell J. Gremillion - Baton Rouge
Katie M. Harris - Plaquemine
Shirley Haynes - Baker
Leatrice Hogan - Zachary
Ben Holshouser - Baton Rouge
Louella Hunsinger - Baton Rouge
Jessie H. Jackson - Baker
Betty J. Johnson - Port Allen
Barbara S. Kavanaugh - Baton
Rouge
Frances D. Kemper - St. Amant
Robert J. Koch - Baton Rouge
Judy D. Koonce - Baton Rouge
Marie Ladmirault - New Roads
Elouise J. Lane - Baton Rouge
Shirley Leggett - Jackson
Sue J. Lewis - Baton Rouge
Meredith H. Lieux - Baton Rouge
Gertrude W. Magill - Baton Rouge
Jeanie C. Martinez - White Castle
Nell W. Meriwether - Baton Rouge
Willie A. R. Miles - Baton Rouge
Barbara Mills - Baton Rouge
Leonard C. Moore - Baton Rouge
Myrtle M. Moran - Baton Rouge
Elnora H. Northern - Baton Rouge
June O. Pearce - Baton Rouge
Ella S. Pitts - Zachary
Harry R. Rivault - Brusly
Roy D. Roberts - Baton Rouge
Iraj Shadravan - Baton Rouge
Stephanie C. Simoneaux - Baton
Rouge
Danny S. Stewart - Baton Rouge
Sharon S. Storey - Baton Rouge
Louis J. Thibodeaux - Baton Rouge
Genevieve A. Thomas - Baton
Rouge
Harriet C. Tillman - Plaquemine
Gussie A. Trahan - Baton Rouge
Elizabeth K. Walker - Baton Rouge
Bertha B. Warren - Gonzales
Eleanor E. Webb - Baton Rouge
Rose K. White - Baton Rouge
Willie Mae S. Williams - Baton
Rouge
E. Allen Young - Prairieville

District V
Wilbert Alexander - Breaux Bridge
Irma Andrus - Basile
Terry B. Ardoin - Pine Prairie
Carol G. Bayham - Youngsville
Barbara J. Bishop - Lafayette

Phyllis A. Breaux - New Iberia
Ralph L. Briscoe - St. Martinville
Thomas J. Broussard - Abbeville
Willie A. Broussard - Maurice
Georgia B. Caballero - Lafayette
John W. Carbaugh - Kaplan
Sylvia M. Castillo - St. Martinville
Sylvia G. Causey - Ville Platte
Mary B. Clay - Jeanerette
Floretta F. Deshotels - Eunice
Juanna M. Devillier - Breaux Bridge
Lena C. Dore - New Iberia
Richard A. Dronet - Lafayette
Rocky S. Duplichan - Lafayette
Kendal J. Faulk - Scott
Alena F. Fontenot - Ville Platte
Ervin Fontenot - Opelousas
Marie L. Fox - Lafayette
Rudolph S. Gaines - Lafayette
Adrienne M. Gibson - Opelousas
Isabel M. Gilcrease - Lafayette
Clara Girouard - Lafayette
Rita T. Guarino - Abbeville
Barbara G. Guidry - Breaux Bridge
Carol A. Guidry - Opelousas
Lorena E. Guilbeau - Grand Coteau
Dorothy M. Hackney - Berwick
Donald A. J. Hardy - Arnaudville
Rose Hersey - Lafayette
Catherine Janes - Carencro
Fay W. Jefferson - New Iberia
Ann C. Justice - Lafayette
Eula M. Lastrapes - Opelousas
Albert Lavergne - Basile
Leona L. LeBlanc - Scott
Lois C. Lee - Washington
Cathrina J. Manuel - Pine Prairie
Simeon Marcotte - Lafayette
Doris G. Martinez - Lafayette
Terry J. McDaniel - Mamou
Mary M. Molaison - Youngsville
Leanne M. Mouton - Lafayette
Elzina B. Politte - New Iberia
Janice W. Pratt - Lafayette
Yvonne M. Primeaux - Scott
Carolyn R. Rentrop - Lafayette
Carol A. Romero - New Iberia
Rebecca F. Theriot - New Iberia
Odell Trahan - St. Martinville
Alfred Tregle - Morgan City
Alton J. Wiltz - St. Martinville

District VI
Ronald G. Ackal - Broussard
Lenore H. Airhart - Lake Charles
Charles E. Benckenstein - Sulphur
Delmar D. Bentley - Lake Charles
Lynda S. Boudreaux - Crowley
Bernerd Breland - Lake Charles
Eula M. Bruette - Lake Charles
Jackie Coby - DeRidder
Maxine W. Cooper - Crowley
Carol Ann Dowers - DeQuincy
Sharon M. Duhon - Jennings
Rufus E. Goins - DeRidder
Audrey Granger - Sulphur
Charlene P. Gray - Crowley
Mildred C. Guidry - Lake Charles
Linda S. Hair - Lake Charles
Ila C. Harrington - Lake Charles
Agnes Hebert - Lake Charles
Rebecca Hudson - Lake Arthur
Cheryl H. Hutchins - Lake Charles
Mary Lue Jones - Lake Charles

Judie C. Kohler - Iowa
William F. Matthews - Lake Charles
Edward McKinley - Lake Charles
Catherine E. Mills - Sulphur
Daniel Mouton - Lake Charles
Patricia B. Owens - Sulphur
Otis D. Oxley - Sulphur
Lawrence Primeaux - Bell City
Susan M. Robinson - Lake Charles
Laverne C. Roe - Elizabeth
Joseph D. Simon - Rayne
Dewey O. Smith - DeRidder
Shannon Suarez - Sulphur
Vicky Jill Thibodeaux - Longville
Lena L. Tizeno - Lake Charles

District VII
Laura Jo Barone - Cheneyville
Paula J. Basco - Pineville
Nelda B. Belvin - Alexandria
Burnett F. Bordelon - Alexandria
Cupid Brew Jr. - Colfax
Ashley B. Brown - Woodworth
Marilyn L. Campbell - Monterey
Jo Nell Chaffin - Pineville
Charnia Cheatwood - Alexandria
Myrlene F. Colton - Evans
Mary Linda Cook - Woodworth
Beverly M. Couvillion - Bunkie
Vyrtis P. Cox - Pineville
Daniel A. Creel - Enterprise
Willie W. Davis - Alexandria
Joan C. Dousay - Pineville
Joyce E. Dowden - Slagle
Betty C. Dryden - Pollock
Omega W. Dunlap - Effie
John Eubanks - Pineville
Candy J. Fletcher - Colfax
Jerry Lee Guillory - Alexandria
Elizabeth L. Heitman - Mansura
Libby F. Henry - Elmer
Isabelle R. Hilburn - Pineville
June P. Johnson - Pollock
Nettie Lacour - Colfax
Lillian F. Littleton - Leesville
Nicholas Magnano - Pineville
Mary Lee J. Massey - Pollock
Wanda C. Maxwell - Dry Prong
David W. McConnell - Alexandria
Carmen C. McNabb - Bunkie
John C. Miller - Forest Hill
Emily F. Needham - Pineville
Barbara C. Odom - Deville
Gwendolyn C. Patton - Alexandria
Albert L. Perrine - Ball
Elaine L. Quinn - Ball
Betty A. Reed - Alexandria
Katie R. S. Smith - Alexandria
John W. Torbert - Pineville
Dean Trotti - Hornbeck
Francis R. Walding - Alexandria
Henry J. Walker - Pollock
Alvin J. Wallace - Alexandria
Betty M. Wells - Alexandria
Kathy T. Wooley - Pineville

District VIII
Joan H. Hendrix - Mansfield
Ivory J. Hooper - Pelican
Gene R. Jones - Natchitoches
Faye K. McLeod - Natchitoches
Joann Pearce - Zwolle
Alice M. Rachal - Campti
Leland C. Scoggis - Provencal
Bernard Shadoin - Converse

District IX
Huey E. Allen - Kilbourne
Joyce Arledge - Lake Providence
Cedonia Bland - Lake Providence
Mae T. Carter - Delhi
Wanda G. Cooper - Winnsboro
Clara A. Gakins - Lake Providence
Dorothy R. Russell - Rayville
Melba B. Sullivan - Delhi
J. T. Tims - Winnsboro
Audrey Truax - Egan
David E. Tschabold - Lake
Providence

District X
Jackie G. Adams - Grambling
BIlly Ray Adger - West Monroe
Parker H. Albritton - Choudrant
Virginia M. Allen - Marion
Addie Lois Baugh - Calhoun
Willie C. Bissic - Simsboro
Lucille H. Bly - Grambling
Melba M Bradford - Monroe
Cora P. Brown - Ruston
Harriet Brown - West Monroe
Frances P. Burford - Ruston
Jacquelyn Carston - West Monroe
John Causey - Ruston
Birdex Copeland Jr. - Grambling
Artha T. Cyrus - Monroe
Robert R. Earle - Farmerville
Irma W. Elam - West Monroe
Thyra J. Ford - Monroe
Ellen W. Gardner - Monroe
Elsie C. Harrell - Monroe
Joan J. Harwood - Downsville
Barbara A. Hawthorne - Ruston
Dorothy Head - West Monroe
Luther M. Human - Farmerville
Milton M. Jackson - Bastrop
Myrtle F. Johnson - Monroe
Doris Joseph - Monroe
Philip R. Keifenheim - West Monroe
Claudine C. Kennedy - Jonesboro
Charles A. Killgore - Ruston
Rhodell Montgomery - Bernice
Martha Pierce - Grambling
Glen R. Robinson - Jonesboro
George J. Schneider - Ruston
Roy W. Schubert - Simsboro
Inetta B. Smith - Monroe
Grace L. Snowberger - West
Monroe
Bernadine Ware Staten - Monroe
Sybil R. Thornhill - Collinston
Dan M. Trimble - Monroe
Hazel M. Turner - Ruston
Sandy H. Walker - Monroe
Jack W. White - West Monroe
James L. White - Ruston
Barbara S. Willbanks - West
Monroe
Kenneth G. Williams - West Monroe
Olive A. Willis - Bernice
Magdalean W. Young - West
Monroe
Willie Lull Young - Grambling
Don Zimmerman - Monroe

District XI
Joe Adger - Shreveport
Calvin M. Adkins - Haughton
Martell Anderson - Shreveport
Marie A. Barber - Shreveport
Willie M. Bolding - Shreveport
Margie Bowen - Shreveport
Lillie J. Bradford - Shreveport

Rubenstene S. Brown - Shreveport
Billy J. Burns - Bossier City
Ernest K. Clifton - Shreveport
Lucille J. Cooper - Shreveport
Mary R. Florence - Shreveport
Alice B. Green - Haynesville
Stella R. Griffin - Shreveport
Bernita F. Guillory - Shreveport
Macura Hamilton - Shreveport
Bobbie J. Heard - Haughton
Betty S. Holliday - Minden
Jimmye K. Holmes - Shreveport
Herosie B. Jackson - Shreveport
James W. Johnson - Shreveport
Melvyn A. Jones - Shreveport
Louise B. Lewis - Lisbon
James E. Marsalis - Athens
Linda P. McClung - Shreveport
C. R. McPherson Jr. - Bossier City
Joan C. Melancon - Shreveport
Leon Mills - Minden
Robert E. Mowry - Bossier City
Rebecca L. Nohse - Shreveport
Louise B. Pickens - Homer
Ezabella C. Pouncy - Keithville
Teri Lynn Pruitt - Shreveport
Marilyn L. Rogers - Shreveport
Annette Scarborough - Bossier City
Ann Dale Smith - Bossier City
Geneva Smith - Benton
Sallie G. Smith - Shreveport
Shirley St. John - Haughton
Vancell Stovall - Shreveport
Eloise W. Thomas - Bossier City
Billie Sue Toms - Bossier City
Elizabeth Witt - Haughton
Catherine S. Woodard - Bossier City
Jackie H. Yarbrough - Minden
Amy B. Younger - Shreveport
John C. Zenter Sr. - Haughton

Out of State
James A. Albright - Friendship, ME
Kathryn F. Allen - Colorado Springs,
CO
Philomene W. Andrews -
Beaumont, TX
Edna R. L. Bailey - Joaquin, TX
Bernard Beaco - Reno, NV
Joyce C. Bellizan - Stockbridge, GA
Sharon M. Benoit - Deer Park, TX
Pamela E. Blakesley - Hattiesburg,
MS
Patricia Bockmiller - Cary, NC
Rita F. Bolgiano - Waskom, TX
Linda M. Bordelon - Shelbyville, TX
Brythel H. Brantly - Jackson, MS
Nellie S. Brantly - Jackson, MS
Havylen H. Bridgers - Mobile, AL
Marvis Y. Brown - Arlington, TX
Muriel C. Carnahan - Larkspur, CO
Dorothy N. Chisholm - El Dorado,
AR
Zell L. Coleman - Reeds Spring, MO
Masil R. Comeaux - Hood River, OR
Linda F. Cropco - Stone Wall, OK
Patti S. Dawson - New Braunfels,
TX
Russell Dew - Hughes Springs, TX
Helga Encke Dohse, West
Germany
Norma J. Duell - Cypress, TX
Mamie L. Feffie - Houston, TX
Mary W. Fillette - Pinola, MS
Lloyd Funchess Jr. - Mocksville, NC
Hallie C. Glynn - Cypress, TX
Robert E. Hamburg - Kyle, TX

Ruth R. Handy - Brentwood, TN
Barbara A. Harrell - Las Vegas, NM
Donald Hayes - Lewisburg, TN
Clare C. Herrick - Lufkin, TX
Judy W. Holmes - N. Richland Hills,
TX
Frances K. Jackson - Urbandale, IA
Dorothy M. Jacobs - Stockton, CA
Margie W. Jenson - Spring, TX
Laverne P. Knotts - New Braunfels,
TX
Kenneth F. Kuzenski - Santa Rosa
Beach, FL
Marlene R. Lafaye - Picayune, MS
Dallas S. Lankford - Santa Teresa,
NM
Ruby Letterlough - Houston, TX
Mary Louise Lockley - Houston, TX
Ernest H. Martin - Van Alstyne, TX
Wanda T. McConnell - Blue Ridge,
TX
Mary T. Melson - Rogers, AR
Elida Mesa - Newberry, FL
Brenda Mims - Missouri City, TX
Patricia M. Mire - Katy, TX
Clyde H. Moore - Lakewood, CO
Katie Ruth S. Moore - Natchez, MS
Robert Peiser - Harlingen, TX
Jacqueline M. Pizzano - Picayune,
MS
Theodore R. Portis - Crossett, AR
Edna M. Pouncy - Houston, TX
Yvonne H. Rankins - Reynoldsburg,
OH
Imogene Renshaw - Hodgenville,
KY
William Riggs - Decatur, GA
Thomas J. Rogers - Silver Creek, MS
William G. Ross - Houston, TX
James Q. Salter - Stuarts Draft, VA
Bhemunipadu S. Samuel - Silver
Springs, MD
Scharmal K. Schrock - Manhattan,
KS
Rosaline G. Singleton - Highland
Village, TX
Diane Skelton - Griffin, GA
Ruthy W. Stull - Milwaukee, WI
Dorothy L. Sutton - Houston, TX
Ida M. Thierry - Lithonia, GA
Bessie M. Thomas - Bryan, TX
Arthur Thompson - Beaumont, TX
Ada Mae B. Tolar - Ocean Springs,
MS
Jewel B. Tullier - Ann Arbor, MI
Ferne S. Turner - St. Maries, ID
Dorothy D. Verrett - Vernon Hills, IL
Harry E. Viener - Collingswood, NJ
Charles E. Viers - Tulsa, OK
Leroy Wafer - Grand Prairie, TX
Barbara L. Wascom - Newport
News, VA
Jean F. Washington - Armonk, NY
Beverly Jean Whitten - Forest, VA
Marilyn F. Williams - Nashville, TN
Michael V. Williams - Longview,
TX
Georjean Woods - Rialto, CA
Phyllis M. Woods - Ocean
Springs, MS
Noelle L. Wright - San Diego, CA
Evelyn W. Young - Diamondhead,
MS
Harriet T. Young - Alpharetta, GA
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OTHER IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

TRSL (Retirement Benefits and Check) ...................................225.925.6446
Toll-free (outside of Baton Rouge area) ...................... 877.275.8775

Office of Group Benefits (OGB) ..................................................225.925.6625
Toll-free (outside of Baton Rouge area)......................800.272.8451

Association Member Benefits Advisors .................................800.258.7041
LRTA Office...........................................................................................225.927.8837

Toll-free (outside of Baton Rouge area)........................888.531.1992
Fax..............................................................................................225.927.8838

Notice: Virtual Executive Board Meeting

The LRTA Executive Board will meet via Zoom on October 28 at 9:30 a.m.
Members are welcome to attend the virtual Executive Board meeting. However,
members observing the meeting will be in listen-only mode (on mute).
Members may ask questions using the Q&A Function. Check out our “Zoom
Guide” to learn more about the platform and the Zoom Functions at
lrta.net/onlineresources.
How to register for the Virtual Executive Board Meeting:
1. Go to: http://bit.ly/2020ExecutiveBoardMeeting
2. Input your name and email address. Then, click register.
3. After you click register, you should see a confirmation screen and receive a

confirmation email. Please do not click on any links in the email at this point.
You will receive reminder emails prior to themeeting.We recommend calling
in or clicking on the link to join about 5-10 minutes prior to the meeting.


