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February 3, 2021 
 
Rep. Garret Graves 
 
Dear Rep. Graves: 
 
My name is Rodney Watson, and I am the Executive Director for the Louisiana 

Retired Teachers Association (LRTA). We represent of 20,000 retired educators in 

Louisiana. I wanted to take a moment to thank you for cosponsoring H.R. 82 

(Social Security Fairness Act of 2021) by Congressman Rodney Davis (R-IL-13) so 

quickly. Your swift action demonstrates your support of Louisiana’s retired 

teachers and public servants regarding the WEP and GPO.  

These penalties are drastic and cause financial hardship to many public servants 

and private sector employees who worked in specific public sector jobs. For over 

30 years, retired teachers and public servants in Louisiana, as well as several other 

states, have suffered from the penalties of the GPO and WEP. 

The repeal of the WEP and GPO would provide a source of economic relief to 

retired public sector employees during such an uncertain time. Cosponsoring 

H.R. 82 is a step in the right direction Thank you, again, for your prompt response 

regarding H.R. 82 and support of Louisiana’s retired teachers.  

If you would like to discuss this in further detail, I can be reached at 

watson@lrta.net.  

 
Regards,  
 
 
 
 
Rodney R. Watson 
Executive Director 
 
  

 
STATE OFFICERS: 
JANIS M. HERNANDEZ 
President 
13313 Fleur de Lis Dr. 
Gonzales, LA  70737 
 
NANCY L. QUIGLEY 
Past President 
5210 Airline Dr. 
Bossier City, LA  71111 
 
LAZETTE L. WATTERSON 
First Vice President 
P. O. Box 873 
Bogalusa, LA  70429 
 
CLYDE F. HAMNER 
Second Vice President 
191 Godchaux Dr. 
Houma, LA 70360 
 
DISTRICT PRESIDENTS: 
First: THEODORE H. GEORGE, SR. 
P.O. Box 15713 
New Orleans, LA 70175 
 
Second: JERILYN S. WILLIAMS 
147 Bertrand Street 
Napoleonville, LA 70390 
 
Third: ALVA J. MARTIN 
P. O. Box 1235 
Bogalusa, LA 70429 
 
Fourth: JEVELLA WILLIAMSON 
503 Lisa Drive 
Donaldsonville, LA 70346 
 
Fifth: CELINA G. RICHARD 
429 W. Bellevue St. 
Opelousas, LA 70570 
 
Sixth: IVY P. MOUTON 
3035 Gen Pershing 
Lake Charles, LA 70615 
 
Seventh: WALTER T. ROGERS 
550 Cocoville Rd. 
Mansura, LA 71350 
 
Eighth: GENEVIEVE A. GORDON 
1646 Tobe Nabours Rd. 
Many, LA 71449 
 
Ninth: FREDDY L. RIVERS 
214 McCaa St. 
Rayville, LA 71269 
 
Tenth: DAVID GULLATT 
P. O. Box 52 
Simsboro, LA 71275 
 
Eleventh: JERRY E. PAIGE 
6154 Pebble Beach Dr. 
Shreveport, LA 71129 
 
TRSL BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 
JERRY J. BAUDIN, Ph.D. 
15323 Alma Mater Ct. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70810 
 
JAMES A. TAYLOR, Sr., J.D., Ph.D.  
8122 Royalwood Dr. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806 
 
OGB BOARD: 
DEBORAH B. COPELAND 
2325 W. Highmeadow Ct. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 
 
AARP LOUISIANA: 
MARTHA S. HAYS 
P. O. Box 733 
Ringgold, LA 71068 
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RODNEY R. WATSON 
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February 3, 2021 
 
Rep. Clay Higgins 
 
Dear Rep. Higgins: 
 
My name is Rodney Watson, and I am the Executive Director for the Louisiana 

Retired Teachers Association (LRTA). We represent of 20,000 retired educators in 

Louisiana. I wanted to take a moment to thank you for cosponsoring H.R. 82 

(Social Security Fairness Act of 2021) by Congressman Rodney Davis (R-IL-13) so 

quickly. Your swift action demonstrates your support of Louisiana’s retired 

teachers and public servants regarding the WEP and GPO.  

These penalties are drastic and cause financial hardship to many public servants 

and private sector employees who worked in specific public sector jobs. For over 

30 years, retired teachers and public servants in Louisiana, as well as several other 

states, have suffered from the penalties of the GPO and WEP. 

The repeal of the WEP and GPO would provide a source of economic relief to 

retired public sector employees during such an uncertain time. Cosponsoring 

H.R. 82 is a step in the right direction Thank you, again, for your prompt response 

regarding H.R. 82 and support of Louisiana’s retired teachers.  

If you would like to discuss this in further detail, I can be reached at 

watson@lrta.net.  

 
Regards,  
 
 
 
 
Rodney R. Watson 
Executive Director 
 
  

 
STATE OFFICERS: 
JANIS M. HERNANDEZ 
President 
13313 Fleur de Lis Dr. 
Gonzales, LA  70737 
 
NANCY L. QUIGLEY 
Past President 
5210 Airline Dr. 
Bossier City, LA  71111 
 
LAZETTE L. WATTERSON 
First Vice President 
P. O. Box 873 
Bogalusa, LA  70429 
 
CLYDE F. HAMNER 
Second Vice President 
191 Godchaux Dr. 
Houma, LA 70360 
 
DISTRICT PRESIDENTS: 
First: THEODORE H. GEORGE, SR. 
P.O. Box 15713 
New Orleans, LA 70175 
 
Second: JERILYN S. WILLIAMS 
147 Bertrand Street 
Napoleonville, LA 70390 
 
Third: ALVA J. MARTIN 
P. O. Box 1235 
Bogalusa, LA 70429 
 
Fourth: JEVELLA WILLIAMSON 
503 Lisa Drive 
Donaldsonville, LA 70346 
 
Fifth: CELINA G. RICHARD 
429 W. Bellevue St. 
Opelousas, LA 70570 
 
Sixth: IVY P. MOUTON 
3035 Gen Pershing 
Lake Charles, LA 70615 
 
Seventh: WALTER T. ROGERS 
550 Cocoville Rd. 
Mansura, LA 71350 
 
Eighth: GENEVIEVE A. GORDON 
1646 Tobe Nabours Rd. 
Many, LA 71449 
 
Ninth: FREDDY L. RIVERS 
214 McCaa St. 
Rayville, LA 71269 
 
Tenth: DAVID GULLATT 
P. O. Box 52 
Simsboro, LA 71275 
 
Eleventh: JERRY E. PAIGE 
6154 Pebble Beach Dr. 
Shreveport, LA 71129 
 
TRSL BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 
JERRY J. BAUDIN, Ph.D. 
15323 Alma Mater Ct. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70810 
 
JAMES A. TAYLOR, Sr., J.D., Ph.D.  
8122 Royalwood Dr. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806 
 
OGB BOARD: 
DEBORAH B. COPELAND 
2325 W. Highmeadow Ct. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 
 
AARP LOUISIANA: 
MARTHA S. HAYS 
P. O. Box 733 
Ringgold, LA 71068 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Executive Director 

RODNEY R. WATSON 

 

mailto:watson@lrta.net


LOUISIANA RETIRED TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
9412 Common St., Suite 5   Baton Rouge, LA 70809 

Telephone: (225) 927-8837   Fax: (225) 927-8838 
www.lrta.net 

 

February 24, 2021 
 
Rep. Steve Scalise 
 
Dear Rep. Scalise: 
 
My name is Rodney Watson, and I am the Executive Director for the Louisiana 

Retired Teachers Association (LRTA). We represent of 20,000 retired educators in 

Louisiana. I wanted to take a moment to thank you for cosponsoring H.R. 82 

(Social Security Fairness Act of 2021) by Congressman Rodney Davis (R-IL-13) so 

quickly. Your swift action demonstrates your support of Louisiana’s retired 

teachers and public servants regarding the WEP and GPO.  

These penalties are drastic and cause financial hardship to many public servants 

and private sector employees who worked in specific public sector jobs. For over 

30 years, retired teachers and public servants in Louisiana, as well as several other 

states, have suffered from the penalties of the GPO and WEP. 

The repeal of the WEP and GPO would provide a source of economic relief to 

retired public sector employees during such an uncertain time. Cosponsoring 

H.R. 82 is a step in the right direction Thank you, again, for your prompt response 

regarding H.R. 82 and support of Louisiana’s retired teachers.  

If you would like to discuss this in further detail, I can be reached at 

watson@lrta.net.  

 
Regards,  
 
 
 
 
Rodney R. Watson 
Executive Director 
 
  

STATE OFFICERS: 
JANIS M. HERNANDEZ 
President 
13313 Fleur de Lis Dr. 
Gonzales, LA  70737 
 
NANCY L. QUIGLEY 
Past President 
5210 Airline Dr. 
Bossier City, LA  71111 
 
LAZETTE L. WATTERSON 
First Vice President 
P. O. Box 873 
Bogalusa, LA  70429 
 
CLYDE F. HAMNER 
Second Vice President 
191 Godchaux Dr. 
Houma, LA 70360 
 
DISTRICT PRESIDENTS: 
First: THEODORE H. GEORGE, SR. 
P.O. Box 15713 
New Orleans, LA 70175 
 
Second: JERILYN S. WILLIAMS 
147 Bertrand Street 
Napoleonville, LA 70390 
 
Third: ALVA J. MARTIN 
P. O. Box 1235 
Bogalusa, LA 70429 
 
Fourth: JEVELLA WILLIAMSON 
503 Lisa Drive 
Donaldsonville, LA 70346 
 
Fifth: CELINA G. RICHARD 
429 W. Bellevue St. 
Opelousas, LA 70570 
 
Sixth: IVY P. MOUTON 
3035 Gen Pershing 
Lake Charles, LA 70615 
 
Seventh: WALTER T. ROGERS 
550 Cocoville Rd. 
Mansura, LA 71350 
 
Eighth: GENEVIEVE A. GORDON 
1646 Tobe Nabours Rd. 
Many, LA 71449 
 
Ninth: FREDDY L. RIVERS 
214 McCaa St. 
Rayville, LA 71269 
 
Tenth: DAVID GULLATT 
P. O. Box 52 
Simsboro, LA 71275 
 
Eleventh: JERRY E. PAIGE 
6154 Pebble Beach Dr. 
Shreveport, LA 71129 
 
TRSL BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 
JERRY J. BAUDIN, Ph.D. 
15323 Alma Mater Ct. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70810 
 
JAMES A. TAYLOR, Sr., J.D., Ph.D.  
8122 Royalwood Dr. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806 
 
OGB BOARD: 
DEBORAH B. COPELAND 
2325 W. Highmeadow Ct. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 
 
AARP LOUISIANA: 
MARTHA S. HAYS 
P. O. Box 733 
Ringgold, LA 71068 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Executive Director 

RODNEY R. WATSON 
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February 3, 2021 
 
Rep. Mike Johnson 
 
Dear Rep. Johnson: 
 
My name is Rodney Watson, and I am the Executive Director for the Louisiana 

Retired Teachers Association (LRTA). We represent of 20,000 retired educators in 

Louisiana. You may be aware that retired teachers, along with retired public 

servants, in Louisiana are affected by the Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) 

and Government Pension Offset (GPO). The WEP and GPO unfairly penalizes 

retired teachers for earning a public pension. I am writing you today to ask you 

to cosponsor H.R. 82 (Social Security Fairness Act of 2021) by Congressman 

Rodney Davis (R-IL-13), which calls for repeal of the Windfall Elimination 

Provision (WEP) and the Government Pension Offset (GPO). 

These penalties are drastic and cause financial hardship to many public servants 

and private sector employees who worked in specific public sector jobs. In many 

cases, the WEP and GPO eliminates the majority of any Social Security benefit a 

retired teacher would be eligible for, whether from a spouse or from earnings 

through a previous private sector job. For over 30 years, retired teachers and 

public servants in Louisiana, as well as 15 other states, have suffered from the 

penalties of the GPO and WEP. 

H.R. 82 is a bi-partisan bill that seeks to repeal the WEP and GPO and is already 

growing in support. This bill is similar to H.R. 141 (the Social Security Fairness Act 

of 2019), which you and 247 other members of Congress previously supported. 

Again, I urge you to cosponsor H.R. 82 today.  

The repeal of the WEP and GPO would provide a source of economic relief to 

your constituents during such an uncertain time. In the past, lawmakers have 

promised to help seniors with various programs or reforms. These are hard times 

for seniors living on fixed incomes. Cosponsoring H.R. 82 would be a step in the 

right direction Thank you for taking the time to consider my request, and I look 

forward to hearing from you regarding H.R. 82. 

If you require additional information or would like to discuss this in further detail, 

I can be reached at watson@lrta.net.  

 
Regards,  
 
 
 
 
Rodney R. Watson 
Executive Director 
 

STATE OFFICERS: 
JANIS M. HERNANDEZ 
President 
13313 Fleur de Lis Dr. 
Gonzales, LA  70737 
 
NANCY L. QUIGLEY 
Past President 
5210 Airline Dr. 
Bossier City, LA  71111 
 
LAZETTE L. WATTERSON 
First Vice President 
P. O. Box 873 
Bogalusa, LA  70429 
 
CLYDE F. HAMNER 
Second Vice President 
191 Godchaux Dr. 
Houma, LA 70360 
 
DISTRICT PRESIDENTS: 
First: THEODORE H. GEORGE, SR. 
P.O. Box 15713 
New Orleans, LA 70175 
 
Second: JERILYN S. WILLIAMS 
147 Bertrand Street 
Napoleonville, LA 70390 
 
Third: ALVA J. MARTIN 
P. O. Box 1235 
Bogalusa, LA 70429 
 
Fourth: JEVELLA WILLIAMSON 
503 Lisa Drive 
Donaldsonville, LA 70346 
 
Fifth: CELINA G. RICHARD 
429 W. Bellevue St. 
Opelousas, LA 70570 
 
Sixth: IVY P. MOUTON 
3035 Gen Pershing 
Lake Charles, LA 70615 
 
Seventh: WALTER T. ROGERS 
550 Cocoville Rd. 
Mansura, LA 71350 
 
Eighth: GENEVIEVE A. GORDON 
1646 Tobe Nabours Rd. 
Many, LA 71449 
 
Ninth: FREDDY L. RIVERS 
214 McCaa St. 
Rayville, LA 71269 
 
Tenth: DAVID GULLATT 
P. O. Box 52 
Simsboro, LA 71275 
 
Eleventh: JERRY E. PAIGE 
6154 Pebble Beach Dr. 
Shreveport, LA 71129 
 
TRSL BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 
JERRY J. BAUDIN, Ph.D. 
15323 Alma Mater Ct. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70810 
 
JAMES A. TAYLOR, Sr., J.D., Ph.D.  
8122 Royalwood Dr. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806 
 
OGB BOARD: 
DEBORAH B. COPELAND 
2325 W. Highmeadow Ct. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 
 
AARP LOUISIANA: 
MARTHA S. HAYS 
P. O. Box 733 
Ringgold, LA 71068 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Executive Director 

RODNEY R. WATSON 

 

mailto:watson@lrta.net

